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 Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Douglas County School District. 

 
 

Drew Brueckner 
Principal 

 

Michelle Franci 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Stone Mountain Elementary  
is a place where learning is  

our highest mission.  
We pledge to provide a 
respectful, caring and 

purposeful environment that 
values every child. We are 

committed to building  
character, celebrating  

improvement and honoring 
each other in our pursuit of 

excellence. 
 

NOVEMBER 2 0 1 5 

 

School Hours 
First Bell 8: 30 AM 
Tardy Bell 8:35 AM 
Dismissal 3:30 PM 

 

AM Kindergarten 
8:35 AM - 11:35 AM 

 
PM Kindergarten 

12:35 PM - 3:30 PM 
 

Office Hours 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
303-387-7525  
(main office) 

 

303-387-7527 
(attendance) 

 

303-387-7526 (fax) 

The Cub Chronicles 

http://www.childrenscolorado.org/about/locations/highlands-ranch?utm_source=school&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_content=highlands-ranch&utm_campaign=denver-preference
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Staying in the 

C.I.R.C.L.E. 
 

C-Care: compassion, empathy 
and understanding 
I-Improve: always giving our 
best effort, never settle for less 
R-Respect: treat others how 
you want to be treated 
C-Cooperate: collaborate and 
work together 
L-Learn: personal excellence 
and success begins with 
learning 
E-Everyday: committing to 
doing your best all the time 

Mission Statement 

Stone Mountain Elementary is a place where learning is our highest mission.  

We pledge to provide a respectful, caring and purposeful environment that values 

every child. We are committed to building character, celebrating improvement and 

honoring each other in our pursuit of excellence. 

Staying in the C.I.R.C.L.E. 

C-Care: Compassion, empathy and understanding 

I-Improve: Always giving our best effort, never settle for less 

R-Respect: Treat others how you want to be treated 

C-Cooperate: Collaborate and work together 

L-Learn: Personal excellence and success begins with learning 

E-Everyday: Committing to doing your best all the time 

Important Dates and Reminders 

Stone Mountain Calendar 

Click here for 2015-2016 calendar 

November 5 PTO 9:00 am in Summit Room 

November 10 SAC 10:30 in Summit Room 

November 16-20 Book Fair- See Volunteer info below! 

November 18 Pancake Breakfast 7:00-8:30 am for ALL families 

Thanksgiving Lunch for parents and students (see 

info below) 

November 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

November 30 PLC day- No school for Stone Mountain students 

December 7-11 iReady Middle of the Year Assessment 

December 8 Kinder Registration 7:00-4:00 

December 9 Kinder Registration 8:00-4:00 

https://www.dcsdk12.org/sites/default/files/Calendar%202015-2016%20Conventional_0.pdf
http://www.gridironflag.com/
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Principal’s Point 

Andrew Brueckner, Principal 

Michelle Franci, Assistant Principal 

 

Dear Stone Mountain Community, 

 

As we are now in our fourth month of school, your teachers have established a strong 

sense of community and structure in your child’s classroom.  In the most successful 

classrooms, teachers have established specific routines for the children to follow.  

This means giving the children a distinct place to find and keep materials, a set 

schedule for classroom instruction, etc.  These routines, blended with the teacher’s 

consistent standards, form a smooth running classroom where the children have the 

security of understanding their environment and are reinforced positively for their 

contributions. 

 

At home, it is also important to provide routines.  Many families build a daily “quiet 

time” when the television/computer is turned off and cell phones are put to the side.  

This quiet time provides students the opportunity for completing their homework.  

The routine of a daily quiet time provides an opportunity to develop self-discipline, 

stimulate imagination, build independence and enhance reading skills. It is also 

essential that you separate siblings (if need be) to promote concentration and success 

for each child. Teachers provide homework each week as a tool for review and 

practice. The general rule of thumb is 10 minutes per grade level (10 minutes for 1st 

grade, 60 minutes for 6th grade). If you have any questions about structuring a quiet 

time for homework, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

Click here for an article on the partnership between school and home... 

 

Proud to be your leaders, 

Drew Brueckner, Principal 

Michelle Franci, Assistant Principal 

http://www.edutopia.org/home-school-team
http://www.medvedsouth.com/


 

 

P A G E   4 NOVEMBER 2 0 1 5 The Cub Chronicles 

PTO 2015-2016 

November 12 Classroom Partner Meeting at 2:30 

November 16-20 Book Fair 

November 18 Pancake Breakfast at 7:00 am 

November 24 SME Spirit Day 

December 3 9:00 PTO Meeting in Summit Room...everyone is invited! 

December 11 SME Spirit Day 

December 17 Parties with a Purpose 

6th grade Black and White Ball 

January 7 9:00 PTO Meeting in Summit Room...everyone is invited! 

January 26 Chic-Fil-A Night 

January 27 Moms Meet Up 

January 29 SME Spirit Day 

February 4 PTO Meeting at 2:30 in Summit Room 

February 11 Parties with a Purpose 

February 19 Father/Daughter Dance 

February 26 SME Spirit Day 

March 3 9:00 PTO Meeting in Summit Room...everyone is invited! 

March 11-17 Book Fair 

March 15 and 16 Parent/Teacher Conferences from 3:45-7:30 

April 7 9:00 PTO Meeting in Summit Room...everyone is invited! 

April 15 SME Spirit Day 

April 20 Moms Meet Up at 9:00 am 

April 22 Family Service Day 

April 29 Spring Family Event 

May 2-6 Staff Appreciation Week 

May 5 PTO Meeting at 9:00 am, New Family Orientation 6:00 pm 
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Curriculum Corner- Homework Tips for Parents 

 

This time of the school year often finds students lacking motivation to be diligent 

with homework.  The extra-curricular activities, holidays, weather, and early sunset 

all play a role in messing with perfectly good homework routines. 

 

Hopefully glancing at a few homework tips will give you just the right trick to get 

back on track. 

 

Helpful Homework Hints: 

 

1. Find the perfect location for homework:  well lit, comfortable, easily-accessible 

supplies, away from distractions, as much as possible. 

 

2. Establish a routine time for completing homework.  Try not to leave it until 

right before bedtime. 

 

3. Model getting your own homework accomplished alongside your child.  Your 

child's homework time can be a great opportunity for you to set aside time for 

paying bills, creating grocery lists, catching up on correspondence, etc.  By 

doing work next to your child, you are modeling the reality of needing to do 

work at home, while being immediately available to provide support to your 

child if needed. 

 

4. Create a homework plan when needed.  On heavy homework nights, it can help 

your child considerably to chunk the work, create time for breaks, and make a 

reasonable plan to get the work finished. 

 

5. Let 'em vent.  Often homework is not a favorite - and comes with kids 

expressing their frustration over the kind, the amount, the subject, the giver of 

the homework, etc.  Hear out your child and validate feelings.  Once your child 

feels understood, she will have an easier time hearing your suggestions. 

 

6. Motivate and Praise.  Be your child's biggest cheerleader. 

http://www.warriorsyouthsports.com/
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Watch Dog Dads 

Stone Mountain Needs Watch 

D.O.G. Dads for the 2015-2016 

School Year. 

 

The WATCH D.O.G.S Program is 

an excellent tool being used across 

America, which helps schools to 

be positively impacted by the committed involvement of fathers and father figures 

in their children's life. The goal is to have these men spend at least one day a year 

at the school to volunteer as well as be an extra set of eyes and ears as a positive 

male role model. 

 

If you volunteer to be a Watch D.O.G. Dad, you could be involved in some of the 

following activities: 

 Getting kids on and off the bus safely  

 Keeping the traffic line moving  

 Helping out in the cafeteria (you can even eat with your own child)!  

 Helping kids play safe at recess  

 Helping in classrooms and STEAM, art, music and P.E.  

 We'll keep you busy all day!  

 

V/R, 

Woody Haynes 

501.837.4389 

Drop Off at SME 

The only drop off locations at SME 

are the kiss and go lane and the 

crosswalk in the parking lot. DO 

NOT drop your students off on 

Stone Mountain Drive. This is 

extremely unsafe.  Thank you for 

your help with this. 

http://hanleetkd.com/
http://www.realcolorado.net/
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CIRCLE Time for All Students 

One of our main initiatives this year is to continue to cultivate our culture. Staying 

in the CIRCLE is extremely important to our staff, students and parents. Each 

Monday, Drew and Michelle will explicitly teach our students what it looks like to 

Stay in the CIRCLE. We will focus on a different character trait of the CIRCLE 

each month, and students will create a CIRCLE Action Plan where they will reflect 

on their current state of the CIRCLE attribute and make a goal for their future. 

Teachers will share these plans with you during Fall Conferences. 

 

The majority of our direct instruction will take place through a video each week.  

We created our very own YouTube Channel at SME to house all of our videos. 

Check out our first episode...Click below! 

 

Check out the SME CIRCLE Time YouTube Channel! 

 

Lunch Menu 

Click here to access the lunch menu. 

DCSD App 

Download the new DCSD App here. 

Express Online Payments 

Click here for all SME/DCSD payments. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdNUYHY282hbzqMqHQLEzdA
http://dcsd.nutrislice.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dcsd/id545434472?mt=8
http://dcsdk12.revtrak.net/tek9.asp
http://schoolcommunicationsagency.com/advertisers/
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Letter from the District Nurse 

Dear DCSD Families, 

 

As you know, fall marks the beginning of the cold and flu season in our schools. 

With concerns surrounding enterovirus and other illnesses, we would like to remind 

everyone in the Douglas County School District to keep three simple steps in mind 

to prevent sickness of all types: 

 Wash your hands frequently 

 Cover your cough or sneezes 

 Stay home when you are sick 

 

We know that bugs travel quickly through our school communities, so the last tip is 

especially important. We ask parents to keep students home, if they are feeling ill 

and are exhibiting the following symptoms: 

 Nausea / vomiting / diarrhea 

 Severe abdominal pain 

 Fever of 100 degrees or higher 

 Sore throat / swollen glands 

 Runny nose or cough 

 

After illness, when can a student return to school? 

After 24 hours of medication for the following conditions: 

 Strep throat 

 Infected skin eruptions 

 Other conditions requiring antibiotics 

 

The student has been free of the following conditions for at least 24 hours: 

 Fever without use of medication such as Tylenol 

 Eye drainage 

 

The student has been free of the following conditions for at least 48 hours: 

 Diarrhea 

 Vomiting 

 

DCSD's Attendance Policy is located on our website at:  

www.dcsdk12.org/health-and-wellness/attendance-policy 

 

The flu vaccine is also a great way to avoid sickness. In fact, the CDC recommends 

flu vaccine for all persons over 6 months of age. For additional information about 

influenza, specifically, visit: 

https://www.dcsdk12.org/district/the-411-on-influenza. 

 

If we all follow these simple guidelines, we can have a healthy flu and cold season. 

 

https://www.dcsdk12.org/health-and-wellness/attendance-policy
https://www.dcsdk12.org/district/the-411-on-influenza
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Snow Days in DCSD  

With snow returning to the Front Range, we just 

wanted to drop everyone a line to remind everyone 

how our snow closure process works and where your 

students and staff can find information when the 

District implements delays or closures. 

 

Snow Team: 

 In Douglas County, we have a District "snow team" that is dedicated to 

monitoring incoming storms, assessing whether a closure or delay is warranted 

and then communicating that information to our stakeholders and the public. 

Beginning early in the morning we have several staff members, representing 

Operations, Maintenance, Transportation, Communications, Security (including 

experienced bus drivers and grounds keepers that relay the conditions they see 

across the county and at our schools). 

 

 If conditions are extremely treacherous or the forecast indicates that they may 

become too dangerous, the team makes a recommendation for a closure or 

delay to the Superintendent, who makes the final decision. 

 

 We do not take this decision lightly. In addition to safety, we also have a 

responsibility to balance the impact that our decisions have on families and our 

work -- educating students. 

 

 Douglas County School District may close or delay the entire District as a 

group or by regional area, depending on the conditions. 

 

Announcement of a weather closure, delay or dismissal can be found in several 

places: 

 Home page of the DCSD website 

(https://www.dcsdk12.org/schoolclosureinformation/) 

 Snow Hotline: 303-387-SNOW (7669) 

 Local television and radio stations 

 Twitter (Twitter.com/DCSDK12Alerts) 

 Facebook (Facebook.com/DCSDK12) 

 

If school remains open: 

During Colorado winters, snow and ice are to be expected. We encourage everyone 

within the District to drive extremely cautiously. Those that do not feel comfortable 

driving in these conditions or are inexperienced should consider alternate 

transportation options. As always, we respect a parent's decision to keep their 

students home, if necessary. 

 

 

https://www.dcsdk12.org/schoolclosureinformation/

