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February, 2013
Important Dates
Friday, February 15, No School – 
       Teacher Professional Development

Monday, February 18, No School – Presidents’ Day

Sage Canyon 
Elementary

February  6 ,  2013

Literacy
Non-Fiction Reading: Our focus is on reading to 
understand procedures, form hypothesis, and 
gather data.

Fiction Reading: In support of our project, 
students are involved in reading historical fiction 
novels in book clubs with a focus on energy. 
They are exploring various forms of energy 
transformations, theme, inferencing, and 
figurative language. Also, for the next week, as 
part of our community building, students are 
reading and writing poetry.

Writing: Piggy-backing on the theme of 
resiliency that all of their book-club books 
explore, students will write stories with 
characters displaying resilient behavior. In 
addition, they will write procedures for their 
projects.
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Math
We are working our way through Unit Six. 
Naming wholes and parts of a whole using 
fractions and mixed numbers, and adding and 
subtracting fractions and mixed numbers are 
the main foci of this chapter.

Current Project: Energy, You’ll 
Get a Charge Out of It
Enduring Understanding: Most of what goes on 
in the universe involves some form of energy 
being transformed into another.

Driving Questions:  As carnival engineers, how 
can we build games and rides that prove the 
existence of energy?

Project Idea:  As “carnival engineers” students 
will design games or rides that prove the existence 
of energy. They will present these at a carnival 
open to all SGCE students.

World Class Outcomes
1. Ask questions and define problems that include 
qualitative relationships
2. Build, revise, and use simple models to 
represent events and design solutions
3. Design and conduct investigations that control 
variables to answer a question or test a design 
solution
4. Collect, display, and explain qualitative and 
simple quantitative data
5. Construct multiple explanations and design 
multiple solutions to problems
6. Critique scientific explanations or design 
solutions proposed by peers citing relevant 
evidence about the natural and designed world
7. Evaluate the merit and accuracy of ideas and 
methods
8. Construct short cross-curricular research and 
writing projects that build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic; 
develop questions for research/inquiry.
10. Analyze and think critically about ideas 
expressed by others during collaborative 
discussions about fourth grade topics and texts, 
and formulate thoughtful responses to contribute 
ideas that further the groups attainment of an 
objective
11. Critically read and respond in writing to fiction 
and informational fourth grade content texts and 
topics; support reasoning using evidence from text 

Community Building
From now until Valentine’s Day we will be doing 
some community building for “Friendship Day”. 
In light of this, we are putting together 
presentations to share with the rest of SGCE 
promoting “TIED to Tolerance”. TIED stands for 
Together Including Everyone Daily. 
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