
 

2017 Cougar Run Elementary Science Fair 
January 26, 2017 
3:45 – 5:00 pm 

 
 
 
The Cougar Run Science Fair is coming!  All students in grades 1-6 are invited to create a project for 
the Fair.  This page has a summary of the dates and times for the Fair and related events.   More 
information can be found on the following pages.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Fair Kick-Off    Week of January 9th    
 
Registration Forms Due     Friday, January 20th  
 
Bring project to school  
Your child can bring their display   Thursday, January 26, 3:00-3:30pm 
Board to school the day of the  
Science Fair to set up on their own. 

 
Science Fair judging    Thursday, January 26, 3:45-5:30pm  
& family viewing 
 
Classroom viewing      Friday, January 27, during the day  
 
Root Beer Float Party  
for all participants!!    Friday, January 27 during the day 
 
Take home project      Friday, January 27 end of the day 
 
 
 
 
Questions? Contact Mrs. Barr at Deborah.barr@dcsdk12.org, or Ms. Cary at adcary@dcsdk12.org. 
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Science Fair Details for Parents & Students 
 

Your child will be assigned a location in the gym and will be able to set up their Project Display Boards 
in their assigned spot on Thursday, January 26 from 3:00 to 3:30 PM. Judging and public viewing 
will take place that same day (January 26) from 3:45 to 5:00 PM.  Student scientists will have the 
opportunity to be interviewed by a judge (or judges).  Scientists and a parent are expected to be in 
attendance during the Fair until a judge visits their project and the Head Scientists (Mrs. Barr, Ms. 
Cary or Mrs. Bartels) indicate that the judges have everything they need and you are free to leave. 
 
Projects will remain in the gym until mid-day on Friday, January 27th so all classes have the 
opportunity to see everyone’s great work!!! Please include the student’s name, grade and teacher 
somewhere on the project board.  This will help the judges locate projects and ensure that your 
student gets their display back on Friday after the classes have the opportunity to view the projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

******************************************************************************** 
 

COUGAR RUN SCIENCE FAIR STUDENT ENTRY FORM 
 

Please return this form to school no later than Friday January 20, 2016 
 
 
STUDENT NAME:________________________________ GRADE: _________ 
 
TEACHER: _______________________ 
 
PROJECT TOPIC/TITLE: 
 
 

 
 
 
WILL YOUR PROJECT DISPLAY REQUIRE ELECTRICITY? YES: ____ NO: ____  
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL (please print):________________________ 
 

 



 
Dear CRUN Parents, 

 
The Science Fair is an opportunity for Cougar Run students to choose a topic and develop a question 
on their own and come up with an awesome experiment.  This inquiry-based science investigation can 
be displayed as a demonstration/model (for 1st and 2nd grade scientists) or as a full science experiment 
using the scientific method (required for 3-6th grade scientists). When your young scientist chooses to 
study, test, and present something that they are interested in, they are the true owners of their 
project.  This encourages creative, individual, and authentic investigations and helps them develop 
valuable problem-solving skills. 
 
As a kid, creating a science fair project can be a wonderful experience, at the same time it can be 
overwhelming for parents.  Setting sensible age appropriate expectations will lead to a successful 
Science Fair experience for everyone.  Clearly our primary scientists (1st and 2nd grade) will need adult 
guidance to complete their experiment.  The project should be driven and owned by the child and you 
are their assistant, guinea pig, and/or photographer. Keep it simple, let them problem solve and they 
will surprise you with their skills! As your scientist progresses, they will become more independent 
and eager to lead with your guidance and clarification when needed. By 4th or 5th grade, your scientists 
may be “experts” and are expected to conduct more background research and perform more involved 
experiments with multiple trials utilizing the scientific method. By this age the student scientist 
should truly be in charge of their project and parents are encouraged to use your best judgement in 
deciding when to get involved. Your support is the key to a successful project and we ask that you 
encourage your child along the way.  Guide your child but let the final project reflect your student’s 
individual effort and design. 
 
 
This packet includes information to help everyone prepare for the CRUN Science Fair. If you have 
questions or would like to discuss project ideas, please contact Mrs. Barr at 
Deborah.barr@dcsdk12.org, or Ms. Cary at adcary@dcsdk12.org. 
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Getting Started 
 

First, identify what kind of project you will be creating.  Primary Scientists (1-2nd grades) may 
complete a demonstration/ model project OR they can follow the scientific method and complete an 
experimental project.  Intermediate Scientists (grades 3-6) MUST follow the scientific method and 
complete an experimental project:  

1) Demonstration/Model Project: create a model or demonstration of your topic, showing how      
     it works.  
2) Experimental Project: follow the scientific method in pursuit of an unbiased result.  

 
Choose your topic!  Get ideas from your teacher, parents, friends, science books, internet, etc.  To 
get some ideas, look further in this packet. You can also stop by the Learning Commons, where there 
are books with project ideas.  
 
Think of a question: All great projects start with a great question.  Find a topic that interests you, 
and then look at questions within that topic area.  Brainstorm some possible questions that you are 
interested in learning more about.  Make sure that your question is something that can be measured 
and answered by following the scientific process. You may choose to use the project question in your 
project title. 
 
Research your topic: Spend some time learning more about your topic.  You will want to be an 
expert on this topic AND you will want to teach others about it at the Science Fair. 
 
The next steps are required for all Intermediate Science Projects (Grades 3-6)… 
 
State your hypothesis: Decide what you think the outcome of your project will be and make a 
good guess or prediction about what you think the answer to your question will be and WHY you 
think so. It is OK if you do not have the right answer; this is how scientists make discoveries.  Write 
your hypothesis in a complete sentence. 
 
Design your experiment: Clearly write out the procedure you are going to follow. Remember that 
your experiment needs to follow the scientific method which includes one variable that you are going 
to change (independent variable).  
 
Materials: List all materials needed to complete the experiment. Remember to be specific.  
 
Procedure: Write out each step of your experiment, numbering each step and clearly explaining 
what to do. Other scientists should be able to follow the same steps and get similar results.  
 
Conduct experiment: During your experiment you need to collect data and make observations.  
You should collect numerical data, or take measurements (examples include temperature, height, or 
distance).  In addition to collecting data, write down your observations using your five senses. 
 
Determine your results: Review your data and observations to find out what happened during 
your experiment. Sharing your data in a table, chart or graph is a great visual way to organize your 
data and look for trends.  You should also summarize your results in paragraph form using complete 
sentences.  
 
Make a conclusion: Analyze your results and determine how they help you answer your project 
question. Write your answer in a complete sentence using the question to begin your answer. You also 
need to explain whether your hypothesis was supported or if the results contradict your hypothesis. If 



it was not supported, explain why you think so. Finally, explain if or how you would change or 
improve your experiment in the future. 
 
Project presentation: Once you have completed your experiment you need to up your display 
board to communicate the results of your experiment to others. A Display Board is required to 
accompany your project.  Information on the board can be typed or written neatly by hand. The 
Display Boards should be three sided – see the picture below for an example of a basic three-sided 
display:  
 

 
 

Who can I work with? 
 

You may choose to work with one other partner scientists on a project to present at the Science Fair.  
Both scientists must submit a project permission slip.  On your slip, please list the name of your 
scientist partner.  
 

Science Fair Safety Rules 
 
1. Safety first!  All experiments should be supervised by an adult. 
2. No open flames are permitted.  
3. No dangerous or combustible chemicals are permitted.  
4. Never eat or drink during an experiment and always keep your work area clean. 
5. Wear protective goggles when doing any experiment that could lead to eye injury. 
6. Always wash your hands after doing an experiment, especially if you have been handling 

chemicals. 
7. All electrical safety rules should be obeyed, please have an adult help you.  
8. Expensive or highly fragile items should not be displayed. If these types of items are essential to 

the project, use photos or simulations.  
9. Students should avoid using live or preserved animals or parts of animals as part of their 

experiment. An exception may be made for sealed insect collections.  
10. No active chemical reactions may be performed in the exhibit area. Examples of chemical 

reactions are vinegar and baking soda volcanoes, and Diet Coke/Mentos experiments.  
11. Avoid bringing open containers of liquid to the Science Fair as they can easily spill.  

Results 

References 
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The Scientific Method! 
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