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Mr. G’s Outlook on the Year 

By Shantine DeMasse and Sophia Shepherd  
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 A new school year: time to reflect on the past and 

set new goals for the future. A new school year is 

always exciting for students and staff. Mr. G 

knows about the excitement first hand, since he is 

the principal of this school. We asked our 

principal about what he is looking forward to this 

school year and the goals he set! 

 

Coming back to school, we knew there would be 

some new changes. Mr. G told us that some new 

changes at our school included the new staff members, the garden, and enrichment 

programs. Mr. G was excited to come back from summer, and said it was fun seeing 

the students, parents, and staff after a great summer!! 

 

 We also wanted to know how the year was going with students. We interviewed 6th 

graders Peyton Turnage and Abby Barnes. Peyton and Abby said that they think Mr. G 

is an awesome principal and that Mr. G let’s the students have fun with school 

activities and also with the holiday parties!  

 

As you know, in September we had our annual school carnival. There was lots of 

preparation and work to put this fun school event into action. When asked how Mr. G 

thought the carnival went, he replied that he thought it was a success! Mr. G said the 

only thing he would change about the carnival was being dunked so many times! 

Overall, the carnival ended up being a great school event! 

 

Students believe that Mr. G is a great principal to have around this school and we 

know that the staff does too! He is dedicated to improving our school for the better of 

the staff, students, and families that help to support this school! 4th grader, Liam 

Shepherd said, "We are very lucky to have Mr. G as our principal, and hope he’ll be 

our principal forever!  Thank you, Mr. G! 

http://www.swimlabs.com/
http://www.greatplay.com/highlandsranch/summercamp.html
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It may seem like you know everything about 

Dr. Malouff, but I be there are some things 

you don’t know.  We were lucky enough to 

spend time with Cougar Run’s favorite 

Administrative Intern to find out more about 

her. 

 

We asked Dr. Malouff about her goals for 

Cougar Run. She mentioned that she would 

like to see more enrichment programs before 

and after school. She is also excited about the new school year, the Anti-Bullying 

program, the Health and Wellness program, and continuing dance Fridays.  Dr. 

Malouff told us that the purpose of dance Fridays is to energize our brains and bodies 

to be ready to learn. 

 

Before coming to Cougar Run, Dr. Malouff worked as a Physical Education Teacher 

for 13 years at Sunset Ridge Elementary School in Adams 50.  In order to become a 

principal, Dr. Malouff had to go back to school for one year, take state exams and 

work on an internship.  She received her PhD in Educational Leadership from D.U. 

in 2011. 

 

Now here are some fun little tidbits about Dr. Malouff.  In her free time, she loves to 

read and hang out with family and friends.  She loves to shop.  Her favorite shape is 

a heart.  Her favorite animal is a koala and her favorite sport is gymnastics.  She 

loves New York style pizza with cheese, and when we asked her what her favorite 

dance is, she told us the Tony Chestnut.  Look it up! 

 

Dr. Malouff is a great leader and we are lucky to have her at Cougar Run. 

Dr. Malouff Drives 

Cougar Run Forward 

By Monica Stapen and Kathryn Sutherland  

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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Snack Time 

By Maddie Moyle and Skylar McNulty  

Imagine that you’re sitting in class with 

your stomach grumbling when 

suddenly a cart full of snacks 

appears.  If you are a student at Cougar 

Run, this dream could become a 

reality.   

 

The new Douglas County Nutrition 

Break snack program started at Cougar 

Run on Wednesday, September 19th. 

The Nutrition Break program was 

started to ensure that students have 

healthy snack options daily.   

 

Cougar Run is excited to have the 

Nutrition Break program at our 

school.  We were one of only five schools to try this out! The snack program goes 

hand in hand with the Healthy Schools initiative at Cougar Run and the goal is for 

students to have a healthy variety of snack options.   

 

The lunch staff comes to classrooms daily and gives snacks to the students who 

ordered them. The older kids get their snacks at 9:30 am and the younger kids get their 

snacks at 1:30 pm. It’s all fresh, too! All snacks cost $1.00 and are different each day 

of the week. The district started the snack program.  

 

We asked Mr. G what he thinks will happen next he said he thinks that there will be a 

larger variety of snacks and more and more students will get these delicious snacks. 

 

TK Hammond, a sixth grader, says that the snacks are very good, and the smoothie is 

his favorite. He also likes how the snacks are right after specials during his snack 

time!  

 

Mason Moyle, a third grader, thinks the snacks are amazing and the smoothie is also 

his favorite. Mason thinks that the time that the snacks are delivered is perfect because 

it is during his snack time. 

Mrs. Tomlin the snack program is convenient and it works out well. 

 

Clearly the snack program has been a great addition to Cougar Run, and will keep 

growing, and we will all keep eating nutrition snacks, that are so good! 

http://www.therouxorthodontics.com/
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New Additions to an Old School 

By Cassie Becker, Emily Fish and Kelsey Newman  

Cougar Run has a lot of great 

teachers and staff. This year we 

have added three new teachers to 

our staff. Mrs. Melissa Rendon in 

fifth grade, Mrs. Ginger Ozzello in 

sixth grade, and Mrs. Colleen 

Thompson in second grade. We sat 

down and interviewed all three of 

the new teachers and found out a 

lot about them.  

 

First up was Mrs. Thompson, the 

veteran teacher that has taught all 

over the country. One of the 

questions we asked was,  “How is 

Cougar Run different from your 

last school?” She replied that her last school had horses all around the property and 

most of the students lived on ranches. 

 

Next we asked Mrs. Ozzello a few questions. We asked her, “What do you like to do 

in your free time?” She said she loves sports, music, reading and spending time with 

her family.  We also asked her,  “How do you like teaching at Cougar Run so far?” 

She replied, “I really love teaching at Cougar Run!  The Cougar Run kids are the 

best.” 

 

Then we asked Mrs. Rendon a couple of questions. The first question we asked was, 

“Why did you want to be a teacher? ”  She answered because she loves kids and 

wants to make a difference in the teaching world. Another question we asked her was, 

“How would you like this year to go?” Mrs. Rendon would like this year to be 

amazing and she said she is very excited to go to Young Ameritowne.  

 

As we found out by interviewing Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Ozzello, and Mrs. Rendon, 

these three teachers turned out to all be very excited about the new school year and 

very happy to be teaching at Cougar Run. So far they seem to be doing a great job 

and enjoying teaching at Cougar Run.  

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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Carnival Splash 

By Ethan Geiger and Mandy Leander  

Ding, ding, ding! You won a prize. At the Cougar Run Carnival you could have had 

some real fun. There were games, bouncy houses, silly string, hair dye, nail polish, 

face paint, a rock wall, freshly grilled foods, cake and cookies, prizes (in the gym) 

and TONS OF FUN!!! The Cougar Run Carnival wasn’t just any carnival, it was the 

Cougar Run Carnival! During the carnival, students earned hole punches on a card, 

which earned them some awesome prizes at the end of the night. Not only were there 

games, there were also other fun activities like hair spray, nail polish, tattoos, and 

face paint.  

We interviewed a few kids about the carnival. We asked questions like, “How did 

you like the carnival?” “What was your favorite part of the carnival?” and “On a 

scale of 1-10 how much did you like the carnival?” Some students said that they 

really liked the carnival and that they thought that all of the games were very fun to 

play. Some students said that they thought that the carnival was about a 7 or an 8 if 

they had to rate it on a scale of 1-10. 

 

If you wanted (or wanted someone else) to be in jail then you should have headed up 

to the jail at the carnival. For the price of a ticket, you could lock up your friends in 

the Cougar Run jail.  At the silly string arena you could spray your friends,  and 

maybe even a teacher or two if they got to close.  

 

If wet ‘n’ wild is what you wanted, you should have gone over to the dunk tank. If 

you tried to dunk Dr. Malouff, Mr. G, or Mrs. Dell then you needed to be prepared to 

get soaked.  If you missed then you would get wet for sure because the teachers were 

armed with powerful water guns. If you hit the target, watch our teachers make a 

splash.  

 

Climb a rock wall, bounce up and down, and even go through a maze. On the field 

you could do all of the things and play some really cool games like kicking a soccer 

ball into a goal. You could get a hamburger or a hotdog. Both tasted great. No matter 

what you chose students say that it was great.  

http://www.warriorsyouthsports.com/
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Dream Team 

By Ben Cai, Jack Eberwein, and TK Hammond  

Participating in Dream Team is a great 

way for students to get involved with 

Cougar Run and the community. The 

projects that students participate in help 

to make the school and the community a 

better place.  Through Dream Team, 

students also enhance their leadership 

and teamwork skills while helping others 

and having fun. 

 

Dream Team meets in the gym every first Wednesday of the month. There are 76 

fifth and sixth graders involved in Dream Team, which is a lot of people considering 

fifth and sixth grade only have about 150 students total.  

 

Mrs.DiPasquale, a fourth grade teacher, started Dream Team 13 years ago with a 

group of teachers. In the early years of Dream Team, community members were on 

the panel that chose the 13 members to participate in Dream Team. They only chose 

13 students to make Dream Team a special opportunity like the Cougar Run Cougar 

Pack!  

 

Over the years, Dream Team has evolved into a group where all 5th and 6th graders 

that are interested in helping the community and school can join. Mrs. Dipasquale is 

now the only teacher that runs Dream Team. Since Dream Team members are setting 

an example for the entire school, it is important for them to follow the 3 GOLDEN 

PBS rules of being respectful, responsible and safe. This includes getting good 

grades, turning in homework and consistently attending the Dream Team meetings. 

 

Dream Team has about 7 meetings during the year.  The main activities and projects 

Dream Team is responsible for are:  Candy Grams, Adopt A Family, and various 

recycling programs.   

 

Candy Grams are lollipops that people buy for $0.25. Dream Team members deliver 

the lollipops to students in their classrooms around Valentine’s Day. Adopt a Family 

is from a Tuesday to a Friday. During those days kids bring in money to go and 

spend on a shopping spree. Dream Team will go to Target on a certain day and will 

buy things to help needy families get through the holidays and winter. Dream Team 

will also recycle shoes and candy wrappers. The shoes are in the entryway in a big 

trashcan decorated with drawn shoes. The candy wrapper recycling bin is in the 

cafeteria by the back door. Dream Team will also recycle for the classrooms. Two 

Dream Team members are in charge to recycle, and keep the classroom in form of 

what’s happening around the school. 

 

Mrs.Dipasquale has great plans for Dream Team this year to get more involved in 

our Cougar Run community. If you get kids involved in the community early, they 

will most likely stay involved in it the rest of their lives.  Dream Team is a fantastic 

way for students to get involved at Cougar Run and hopefully it will continue for a 

long time. 
 

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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Say Aloha to Snow Cones 

By Riley Noth  

You’ve always loved snow cones 

on a hot summer day but what 

about a school day? Well now 

you can with Kona Ice. Kona Ice 

is a snow cone food truck that has 

multiple choices of sizes and 

flavors. You can even create your 

own flavor combinations. Kona 

Ice has come to Cougar Run two 

times so far, and all the kids have 

loved it.  

 

When it does come, it drives on 

down to the main Cougar Run 

blacktop. All the kids line up 

behind the truck and wait patiently for their own Kona Ice. It is not just the kids that 

can get snow cones, parents and other adults can get some too! 

 

The reason Kona Ice comes to Cougar Run is because most of the money made goes 

back to the school. The money is used to buy more of the new technology that has 

come out and other things that help the students learn. Cougar Run’s own staff 

member, Amy Moyle, says that Kona ice is a fun way to bring the community 

together and make money for the school at the same time. 

 

Student, Katie Bagnall, said that even though the line was long that it was worth the 

wait, and that the kona ice was very “Tasty”. Three other students said that they 

enjoyed the shaved ice and were glad that they got it.  

 

There are also many different sizes and flavors. Some of the most popular flavors 

were tigers blood and wild watermelon. You can also create your own flavor 

combinations with the flavor wave. 

 

Kona Ice is a joyful experience for all ages.  It didn’t matter if you were two or 

twenty-two, everyone it. Kona Ice is delicious fun and a great way for Cougar Run 

to fundraise. 
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AR Celebration 

By Ann Herlin  

Recently, some students had a fun 

celebration in the library. What were they 

celebrating? They were celebrating 

reaching their Accelerated Reader (AR) 

goals for this trimester. 

      

Students set AR goals and select reading 

ranges in collaboration with their teachers. 

Next, students chose books in their level 

and point range and start reading. After their books are finished, students tested their 

knowledge and memory of the book by taking a quiz online on the Accelerated 

Reader website. A student could then receive “points” from getting quizzes correct to 

count toward their goal. Reaching the goal would make someone eligible to 

participate in the celebration.  

      

During the celebration, the students had a lot of fun with eight different stations of 

sports-themed Minute To Win It games! From the Beach Ball game to the Junk in the 

Trunk, students loved it all! One student, Mandy from fifth grade, said that it was 

really fun. She liked the celebration because Mrs. Woody, the librarian and 

conductor of the celebration, had fun games it was really well-done. Another student, 

Kelsey, said that it was tons of fun, and wished it could have gone on for longer. 

      

Games were only half of the fun, though. Students also got metal stars to pin on to 

celebrate. The goalbusters participating enjoyed these little prizes as a reward for 

success. 

      

The AR celebration was a great experience for students. Mrs. Woody, the librarian, 

did very well with this celebration, and the next reading celebration is sure to be a 

blast as well! 
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Grandparents Come to Cougar Run 

for 1st Grade Fun 

By Taryn Dragseth and Sidney Smith  

You know what grandparents day 

is, right?  Well, here at Cougar Run 

the first graders celebrate it.  They 

get to do lots of fun stuff with their 

grandparents.  “It is a time they will 

remember for the rest of their 

lives.” said Mrs. Lazzaro, a first 

grade teacher.  

 

During their family unit, they talk 

about what it means to have a fam-

ily, but they don’t do just 

that.  They learn new songs with 

Mrs. Divine and work on the movements for the songs. All the work pays off! 

 

When the actual day of the Grandparents’ celebration came along, it was a huge suc-

cess. The day started with a first grade performance in the gym. Some of the first 

graders even had a speaking part that they really enjoyed!  

 

After the performance, the first graders returned to their classrooms for more activi-

ties and fun. They sang songs, read poems, read a story about a special doll, and 

made dolls.  Everyone had an amazing time and they loved every part of it!  They 

loved seeing their grandparents most of all and the dolls were also a main attrac-

tion.  Creative first graders and their grandparents made a variety of dolls that were 

anything from cats to biker boys! 

 

At the end of the day, all of the students and their grandparents had a memory to 

cherish for the rest of their lives. 

Young Ameritowne 

By Sara Gallegos, Ethan Geiger, and Mandy Leander  

Imagine being in 5th grade and running 

your own business. That’s what Cougar 

Run’s 5th graders got to experience. On 

November 13th, 2012, the 5th graders 

of Cougar Run went to Downtown  

Denver to enjoy being an adult for the 

day! Having bank accounts, running 

your own business, and working hard at 

your job are just a few things that the 

5th graders did there. 

continue on page 11 
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Young Ameritowne continued 

By Sara Gallegos, Ethan Geiger, and Mandy Leander  

 

There were many jobs like, managers, accountants, and many other jobs that 5th 

graders could apply for. 5th graders who were chosen for managers were in charge of 

the shop. Sales people went out and did their job and encouraged consumers to buy 

products that their store sold. From time to time the stores ran out of their products, 

but luckily the Warehouse store would give them new supplies after their lunch 

break. During the lunch break all of the Young Ameritowne (YAT) workers watched 

the shop’s commercials that they made with the News Station. 

 

If one of the workers wanted to get some mail to someone or somewhere, then you’d 

put it in the mailbox to be delivered where you want it to go. If another worker 

wanted to travel somewhere, then the Travel Company is the place to be. At the 

Warehouse, workers could buy a dog tag that would be custom made just for them. 

At the Investment Company, the YAT workers would go there to buy erasers, 

pencils, and coin necklaces. They also could change their chosen investment.  

 

When YAT workers had their first break, they would have to go cash in their 

paycheck. The mayor, Kelsey Newman, and the judge, Luke Smith had an important 

role in the YAT experience. After the town opening, all of the employees went back 

to their shops and got to work. Each employee had something to do, they all made 

the town run properly.  

 

At the Hardware store, many hard workers rushed to supply each and every business 

with supplies such as toys and food.  The Market and Snack Shoppe provided goods 

such as chips and frozen treats.  At the News Center, our reporters, Sara Gallegos 

and Jaxon Pottorff id all of the reporting needed for the town.  College was a free 

thing for all of the students at YAT could enjoy.  The president of the College, Ryker 

Cisark, made sure everyone got their college I.D. and chose a context winner for a 

question that could have been a riddle or just a question that the Townspeople 

thought might stump people.  The other competitions were to complete for best 

stamp, best joke, and who ever could write the best riddle! 

 

We interviewed some of the YAT participants and were told that they enjoyed the 

experience at YAT.. They all agreed that their jobs, paychecks, and everything else at 

YAT was great.  They learned to budget money and make sure that they didn’t 

overdraw their account and they said that they would definitely recommend it to 

another school, if they had the chance to.  

 

Yat was a great experience for all the 5th graders to learn about money management.  

If you are any grade lower than 5th, the 5th graders think that you’ll have just as 

much fun as they did. With all the shops and jobs you’re sure to remember YAT 

forever. 
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Choir Sings On 

By Matthew Becker and Lindsey Harriman  

Cougar Run’s choir is a fun way to learn fun songs and skills.  Choir is for grades 

4th - 6th. Choir takes place in Cougar Run’s music room. 

 

Mrs. Mogg is our choir teacher, and is also a 3rd grade teacher at Cougar Run.  She 

became our choir teacher when Mrs. Warren, our old music teacher who used to 

teach choir, retired.   Mrs. Mogg has been teaching choir at Cougar Run for two 

years. 

 

Mrs. Divine, our music teacher, helps Mrs. Mogg in choir, by doing choreography, 

and helping with different parts of songs. 

 

This year, choir has plenty of songs to sing.  Mrs. Mogg said her favorite song is 

“Build Me a World.”  The most popular song in choir is a song called “Ja-Da.” 

Another popular song in choir is called “Dancing on the Rooftop.”  “Ja-Da” and 

“Dancing on the Rooftop” are two very fast songs.  All 42 kids in choir love fast 

songs. 

 

Some mornings, all of the kids in choir are very tired. This is because choir starts at 

7:30 AM.  

 

Choir is a lot of work for Mrs. Mogg, but she is glad to do it.  As you can see, choir 

is a fun way to learn fun songs and skills.  
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Not Just Books 

By Skylar McNulty and Maddie Moyle  

Wait what? There are more than 

just books in the library? How? 

Coming soon to the library, is 

sports bags! You can choose 

from a variety of bags to check 

out and take them out for two 

weeks. Lots of kids are excited to 

see this new edition to the 

library! 

 

We interviewed Mrs. Malouff to 

get the details to the sports bags. 

She told us that she went to a 

conference and a social studies/ science teacher, who used to be a P.E instructor, 

told her that she had movement sports-bags in her classroom so the kids could use 

them after they finished their work. Mrs. Malouff adapted the idea to check out 

sports-bags. Mrs. Malouff said she would like to raise money, she told us, “We 

would like to expand to promote health and wellness, because exercise is good for 

bodies.” Mrs. Maloff’s hope is that children learn different sports.  She also said, “I 

want to get kids active, instead of in front of the TV.”  

 

There are about 15 different bags, botchee ball, Chinese jump roping, cup stacking, 

and much much more! If your wondering how to check these bags out, it is the 

same way you check out library books.  

 

6th grader Riley tells us, “I am excited to see what’s inside the bags.”  She also 

thinks, “It would be fun to explore with different sports.”  She hopes there will 

soon be a soccer bag, football, basketball, lacrosse, and gymnastic bag. 

 

6th grader Abby says she excited to be able to use sports equipment she usually 

doesn’t have access to.  She would like to try different sports.  She hopes to see 

soccer equipment in one of the bags. 

 

Hopefully you are as excited as these students are to see the new sports bags in the 

library! 
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Beginning of the Battle 

By Abby Barnes and Kate Bleyle  

When you hear Battle of the Books, what do you think? Well if you thought it was 

throwing books at other people, then you’re wrong. Battle of the Books is a program 

where good readers have the chance to use their reading skills. These battles will take 

place in the library at Cougar Run, around your lunchtime or recess. These however, 

are just the beginning battles. 

 

During Battle of the Books, you read ten different books that are chosen by the 

Douglas County Library. After you’ve read all ten, then you answer questions about 

them during a “Battle”. There are two teams in each battle and each team answers five 

questions (ten in all). Most of these questions make you think really hard, but some 

are surface level thinking questions. 

 

Anyone in grades 3-6 can sign up to participate in the school battles. The school 

battles are to encourage students to read.  

 

After the beginning battles are completed then the kids have an opportunity to be part 

of the district battles. The team will include five teammates and two alternates. If you 

think you want to do Battle of the Books, you should join now before it is too late. If 

you have any questions you can ask Mrs. Woody or Mrs. Moyle the two coaches. 

Battle of the Books is an opportunity for kids to have a great experience. 
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Cougar Art Continues 

By Reese Henning and Alex Ryberg  

Mr. Patch and the 4th grade team set up a party called “The Star Gazing Party.” The 

party was at 7-8:30 p.m. at Cougar Run Park.  The party gave students a chance to 

see the stars. Mr. Patch set up some telescopes and let 4th graders play and see the 

stars. It was also an opportunity for students to see their friends outside of school. It 

was a sensational party!   

 

The reason why we could see all the planets and stars was because Mr. Patch picked 

a special night when all of the planets and stars were out. The telescope we used was 

high powered and was very big. It was also fancy.  

 

Here’s what some students from 4th grade said about the party. “It was very fun, I 

could see craters on the moon!” “It was a great way to learn!” “It was fun seeing the 

stars and planets!” “I think the party was fun and the cookies were tasty!” This party 

was really out of this universe! 

Stars Fall Upon 4th Grade 

By Ryan Cote and William Shepherd  

Stick your paw into Cougar Art! Cougar Run’s 

Mr. Patch is excited about another year of 

teaching art.        

  

For an art teacher like Mr. Patch, his favorite 

thing about his job is seeing a student using art 

in many new ways. For example, there is 

pottery, sketching, self-portraits, paper mache, 

and oil pastels. 

 

Mr. Patch has been teaching art for 23 years. 

The only art classes he ever took were pottery 

classes in College. Mr. Patch’s Grandfather 

Glenn had sculpted heads. He would go down to a river and would dig out 

ingredients to make the clay. 

 

His inspiration for teaching art was that he loved art, and teaching kids. He always 

liked the famous artists Claude Monet and Pablo Picasso. 

 

Like any teacher at Cougar Run, he looks for respectful, responsible, and safe 

students. 

 

Mr. Patch is the first and only art teacher Cougar Run has ever had, and the students 

hope he is the only one they’ll ever have.  
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Mrs. Ozzello 

By Ben Cai, TK Hammond and Jack Eberwein  

Do you want a teacher who is fun and teaches you 

a lot of stuff?  If you do, then Mrs. Ozzello is the 

teacher for you.  Mrs. Ozzello is a great addition 

to the Cougar Run team and will continue to be. 

Mrs. Ozzello loves teaching reading and writing 

and she is also trying to get students to have 

reading and writing as one of their ultimate 

passions. 

 

Mrs. Ozzello is a great, fun and smart teacher. She 

has easily transitioned into the routines at  Cougar 

Run.  For example if a new kid came to Cougar 

Run, they would think she has been here for a couple of years.  Mrs. Ozzello said, “I 

am still transitioning, but I’m getting into it.”  Other 6th students said, “They are 

very excited with the teacher switch.”  Everyone so far has felt like Mrs. Ozzello 

coming to Cougar Run has been a smooth transition.  

 

Mrs. Ozzello is doing her best at improving sixth grade writing so that we are ready 

for the transition into middle school.  Students are enjoying having Mrs. Ozzello as a 

teacher.  “Her teaching methods aren't boring and annoying, but inspiring and 

exciting,” says Jacob Boomgarden enthusiastically.  Her work has paid off greatly in 

preparing 6th grade students. 

 

With her great start, Mrs. Ozzello has started us with persuasive writing.  This is 

letting us get involved with real world arguments and improving our style to help us 

for TCAP.  Overall, she is an amazing teacher and has greatly helped us with our 

understanding of the writing process.   Mrs. Ozzello has a plan to improve our 

stamina and quality of our work.  With a terrific start and plans for the future, this is 

going to be a very interesting and producting year. 

 

With utmost confidence students say Mrs. Ozzello has gone above and beyond the 

standards for a teacher.  She has improved students’ reading and writing skills with 

her instruction.  With the way Mrs. Ozzello is teaching, students will be ready to 

advance to middle school.  
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Exercise Mania 

By Brayden Henning and Andrew Wisniewski  

It's a great day for some exercise! It’s a good thing Cougar Run students are able to 

go to P.E. class. We have had P.E. ever since this school has opened. Mrs. Scirati is 

the physical education teacher at Cougar Run. Every three weeks, each of the classes 

go to PE. PE stands for physical education at this school. It is a very fun place to 

come and play for forty minutes. When classes come, they are always ready to come 

and work hard, and of course, have fun. 

 

When we asked Mrs. Scirati how she figures out what to focus on every week, she 

said," The state standards guide my curriculum. Some of my ideas I get from the 

internet.  The standards also help me decide what to teach to which grade". Mrs. 

Scirati also wants everyone to be better at communication, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and creativity. She tries to work on physical fitness while embedding 

the 4Cs into her instruction. 

 

 Another goal Mrs. Scirati has is to make every kid healthier. She is a great teacher 

and wants every kid to be the best they can be: respectful, responsible and safe!  Her 

biggest motto though in the three Golden Rules is the safety part. She makes sure 

that every single kid is safe and healthy before she lets anyone play.  She thinks PE 

is a great place to be, and her students agree!   

 

Of course you are going to think PE is a great place to work hard and have fun, and 

it only gets better the longer you’re at this school. 
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Raising from Restaurants 

By Riley Noth and Shantine DeMasse  

Where do you think all the money for new technology at Cougar Run comes from? 

Fundraising of course! One of Cougar Run’s many ways to fundraise is by hosting 

restaurant nights. How do these restaurant nights work? Cougar Run finds a 

restaurant that will donate a certain percentage of the money earned by Cougar Run 

family purchases to the school! 

 

Some restaurant nights from last year, have been at the Old Blinking Light, Rubios, 

Cold Stone Creamery and Five Guys Burgers and Fries! All of the restaurant nights 

have been very successful and turned out to help greatly. Each time, kids and parents 

have showed up and enjoyed their food! This year, we have had restaurant nights at 

Menchies Frozen Yogurt and Pei Wei Asian Diner. 

 

“I love restaurant nights!” says 6th grade student, Sidney Smith. A lot of other 

students agree with her and have a great time! Not only is the food good, but the 

restaurant nights help Cougar Run raise lots of money. Sidney’s last word was,”I 

think that restaurant nights are a great idea to help Cougar Run raise money!”  

 

TK Hammond attended the Pei Wei night. He said it was awesome and amazing! 

Almost everyone was talking about Pei Wei the next day! “Yes, I would go back and 

the food was good. It was very successful” TK replied. 

 

Cougar Run has been doing restaurant nights for years and everyone has loved them! 

No matter the age, everyone has been willing to donate to the school. Since it is such 

a fun and easy fundraiser for the school, there will probably be many more restaurant 

nights to come!  

 
continue on page 19 
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Suiting Up for Snow Mountain Ranch 

By Taryn Dragseth and Sidney Smith  

Have you ever heard about Outdoor Ed?  Every year the sixth graders go to Snow 

Mountain Ranch for their overnight field trip, but do you know how much work they 

put into preparing for this trip?  Well, it takes a whole year!  

 

Although it seems like a long time to prepare, they don’t do it every day.  They go 

through phases throughout the year.  The teachers that help all get together on a plan 

day when it gets close to Outdoor  Ed.  They take a lot of time finding who rooms 

with who, and forming student groups to ensure that every 6th grader has a positive 

experience at Outdoor Ed.  

 

Another thing the teachers spend a lot of time on is the Outdoor Ed packets.  Each 

person attending Outdoor Ed needs to return their packet to their homeroom teacher 

in order to go.  This packet includes things the teachers need to know in order for 

students to be safe and have fun at Outdoor Ed.   

 

The sixth graders also have a big part in preparing for Outdoor Ed!  They have to 

make name tags. They call those name tags rounds.  The rounds let the people at 

Outdoor Ed know who they are.  

 

All the sixth graders are very excited while they are preparing.  They think about all 

the cool things they will do.  Here is what the teachers and students say,  Jacob says, 

“I am pumped for Outdoor Ed, I can’t wait.”  I guess he is really excited!  Madlyn 

said, “ I am excited to spend time with friends!”  Now, let’s look at what some of the 

teachers said.  Mrs.Benge said, “As a sixth grade teacher, Outdoor Ed is the memory 

I cherish the most.”  Mrs.Tomlin said, “After all the work that goes into Outdoor Ed, 

it is all worth it.”  It sounds like everyone is excited. 

 

The preparation for Outdoor Ed is unbelievable, but as you can see everyone agrees 

it is well worth the time.   Have a great trip sixth grade! 
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Outdoor Ed Trip 

By Abby Barnes and Kate Bleyle  

When you hear Outdoor Ed, what do you think? If you think it is having fun, then 

you are right. If you think it’s working, you are also right. Outdoor Ed has a purpose 

besides having fun. 

 

The sixth grade students go to Snow Mountain Ranch every year during the fall. 

While they are there, they learn about the outdoors and living skills. The classes they 

took this year were archery, forest ecology, water ecology, outdoor living skills, and 

team building.  The students also went on a hike to explore the area.   Sixth graders 

Andrew and Jack said that one of their favorite activities was the hike that their 

groups went on. 

 

At night the sixth graders did fun things too. They had a campfire the first night, 

which included camp songs and s’mores. Then the second night they personalized t-

shirts and went stargazing. Every night the sixth graders were there, they went to the 

Kiva Center. The Kiva Center included volleyball, roller-skating, ping-pong, 

foosball, and basketball. Taryn and Sidney, sixth grade students, both enjoyed roller-

skating at the Kiva Center. 

 

In the end, the sixth graders had a wonderful experience at Outdoor Ed. Sophia, 

another sixth grade student, rated her experience a ten because she had a lot of fun 

with her friends. It was a good way to become more independent. Outdoor Ed is fun, 

but you still have responsibilities. 
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Library Gets a New Look! 

By Sarah Gallegos and Ann Herlin 

The cougars from Cougar Run love to read! This year, the school librarian, Mrs. 

Woody, has given the library a fun new theme. The library consists of four areas, or 

“habitats” marked by poles resembling the habitat. The four habitats are the 

rainforest, the jungle, the arctic and the desert. Each habitat is a great place to read. 

 

As you may have noticed, the library doesn’t just have the theme of developing a 

good reading “habitat” because of the four areas of the media center. You don’t just 

need a good habitat, you need a good habit! It’s a good idea to develop a good 

reading habit for a couple of reasons. One, because reading can help you with many 

things such as researching, learning, and life; two, if you get into it, you’ll probably 

find that reading is fun!  

 

In coming seasons, Mrs. Woody is planning on adding a couple of interactive 

features. In the winter, she will add animal prints to the poles for each of the habitats. 

The prints will be of animals that live in that habitat. When lifted, they will say what 

animal they are and provide information about those animals. In the spring, Mrs. 

Woody is planning to place fake “wildflowers” around the bottom of the poles. 

When lifted, a wildflower will give you information on what its name is and facts 

about the flower. With those special interactive features, it will gradually become 

possible to learn about the habitats!  

 

We interviewed some 2nd graders to find out about their thoughts on the library. 

Several of the 2nd graders really loved all the habitats. 2nd grader Kassie thinks the 

new theme is super cool!  We asked another 2nd grader Ben, if and why he liked that 

Mrs. Woody chose this theme. He replied, “Yes, I like it. I like it because it’s 

different and I get to feel a new experience!” Ben also really likes the forest theme! 

 

With the new library theme, students can learn a lot and have fun at the same time. 

The habitats and other additions are educational, yet fun! Mrs. Woody has created a 

great library theme, so visit when you  get the chance! 
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Who Took My Battle of the Books? 

By Reese Henning and Alex Ryberg  

Cougar Run Battle of the Books 

is one of the things almost all 

third, fourth, fifth and sixth 

graders get excited about.  The 

kids that are most “wild about 

reading” are definitely third and 

fourth graders.  Most girls in 

third and fourth grades love 

Cougar Run Battle of the Books 

because they think reading is 

fun.  Cougar Run librarian, Mrs. 

Woody, says “Reading is fun at a 

young age.” 

 

One of the most exciting fun things about Battle of the books is deciding your team 

name.  Our librarian thinks there are many funny names, but she has a favorite.  She 

loves the name The Purple Ducky Momo Ponies! 

 

Some people say the third and fourth grade books are better than last year.  All ten 

books are new favorites! 

 

It’s always a blast to watch the teacher versus kid battles.  This year we had three 

teacher teams participate in the battles. Even the teachers get very nervous during the 

battles and they are definitely very competitive! 

 

Now you know a little more about Cougar Run Battle of the Books.  Happy reading!  
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Band and Orchestra is Coming Your Way! 

By Sophia Abeyta  

A fun thing is happening in the Highlands 

Ranch feeder area.   We have a band and 

orchestra program. It’s for any 4th-6th grade 

students who go to Cougar Run and the 

other feeder elementary schools that want 

to join. Interested students have to be able 

to get up early because band and orchestra 

classes happen in the morning before 

school starts two days a week. It is at the 

Highlands Ranch High School. The buses 

take students to school after band or orchestra.  

 

I had talked to a few kids that are in orchestra, here’s what they think about it. 

Chanille is a violinist and enjoys being in orchestra. She says she is learning how to 

play songs and can play fluently. She is also learning which strings are which.  

 

Darby, who also enjoys being a violinist, said that they practice, and then have 

concerts for entertainment and for fun. They will have their concerts around 

December at night for parents and for students.     

 

Paige said the orchestra is learning how to play Hot Cross Buns and Mary Had A 

Little Lamb 

 

When I had interviewed these kids they sounded like they really enjoyed being in 

orchestra. They liked playing and learning how to play their instrument. It sure 

sounded like they would grow up learning and playing their instrument.      
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Press Paws Hard At Work 


