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Farewell to Another Great School Year. . .  
By the Press Paws News Staff 

  
 2011/2012 was another fun, eventful, exciting 
and productive year at Cougar Run.  There were so many 
memorable events that took place throughout the year that 
we couldn’t possibly cover them all, but in this edition 
you will find a sampling of some of the highlights.  When 
thinking back over the year, once thing is certain.  All of 
the students learned, grew and became better prepared to 
tackle what lies ahead for them.  

We asked Mr.G was how he thought this school 
year went and he said that he thought it was a fantastic 
year and we met all of our goals. He is proud of all of the 
students for working so hard and thanks the teachers and 
staff for preparing Cougar Run kids for the next step in 
their lives. 

As we close out another year, it is bittersweet.  
We will miss our friends, teachers, and classmates over 
the summer, but are also excited for the adventures that 
await us over the next couple of months.   

We hope everyone has a fantastic summer and we 
look forward to catching up with everyone in August. 

Thanks for a great year and happy summer!! 
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The Book Fair and Beyond 
By Emily Fish & Kelsey Newman 

!  “Meep!” That’s the sound of great books 
and purple aliens. Meep and his fellow aliens have 
decided to bring books to Earth! For the first time 
ever, aliens have come to Cougar Run to “run” our 
book fair.  

On November 14 through 18, 2011, the 
Book Fair was up and running. During the book 
fair, students had an opportunity to buy great books 
and raise money for their school at the same time. 
There was also a family night that happened on 
November 17. Family night was a time for families to 
watch a space movie, enjoy space snacks, and of course 
shop for books.          

We sat down with our librarian Mrs. Woody 
before the book fair, and asked some questions about 
what we should expect. Some of the questions were, 
how much work did you put into the book fair, how do 
you think people will react to the book fair, and how 
will you decorate for the book fair? For the first 
question, she said, “I have put in a lot of work and there 
have been long days.” She answered for the second 
question, “I think students are going to love it, they’ll 
be really surprised.” For the final question she said, 
“The aliens will be taking care of everything so I have 
no idea.” 
    Malia, a student in fourth grade said, ”I like the book 
fair a lot. She also thought that the book fair had a great 
selection of books and said that it lived up to her 
expectations. 

We also talked to fourth grade teacher Mrs. 
Gammie during the book fair, and asked how she liked 
the book fair so far. She said, “I think Mrs. Woody did 
a great job.” 

This book fair really was out of this world. 
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A Successful Season 
for Cougar Chorale 

By Alyssa Stoner and Ann Herlin   
 
Do you have a love for singing? If you 

do, then you will love the new Cougar Chorale! 
Our third grade teacher, Mrs. Mogg, took over 
the choir this year. Students from grades four to 
six choose to be in this choir. 

This year, Cougar Chorale is changing 
and staying the same in many ways.  For 
example, during the holiday performance, they 
kept the funny tradition of singing “Santa 
You’re Too Fat”. This year, however, they 
added new songs such as “The Water is Wide” 
and others. Mrs. Mogg, when questioned, said 
that our principal approves of the choir and its 
bright, enthusiastic singers. The Cougar Chorale 
is amazing when it comes to singing. 

During the winter season, the Cougar 
Chorale was very busy. Why? They were 
getting ready for the Cougar Chorale 
2011Winter Concert! They were in a rush to get 
all the preparations and practice done and ready 
for the concert, but before anyone knew it, it 
was concert time! The concert turned out to be a 
success! The students had to wake a little early, 
but in the end it paid off. The Winter Concert 
was a great experience. 

The Cougar Chorale’s goal is to sing 
many different kinds of songs, enhance voice 
quality, and most of all, for students to have fun. 
After talking with many students that 
participated in the Cougar Chorale this year, it 
sounds like they accomplished their goals!!



!

!

Q!

!
-*)$.$,2!J92)$!,9.;R!
!

Rhythm and Movement 
By Sophia Shepherd and Shantine Demasse 

     
 What are your favorite kinds of dances? 
What are your favorite types of songs? In the 
new Rhythm and Movement specials class at 
Cougar Run, you can dance and sing new songs. 
You can also learn foreign dances. 
    Rhythm and Movement is the new “music” 
class in the specials rotation at Cougar Run. The 
class was developed by Mrs. Divine and Mrs. 
Malouff to get kids up and moving more and to 
incorporate music into their daily lives. Kids go 
to Rhythm and Movement as a part of the 
specials rotation every third week. The Rhythm 
and Movement class is held in the music room. 
This new subject is a place where kids can dance, 
and have a great time! 
    We interviewed the Rhythm and Movement 
teacher, Mrs. Divine. We asked her a few 
questions. When we asked her if she had wanted 
to be the new Rhythm and Movement teacher, 
she answered, “Yes, I grew up singing and 
dancing.” She said that she enjoys her job very 
much and that she likes teaching dancing better 
than singing or songs. Mrs. Divine said, 
“Bollywood has been my favorite unit to teach so 
far.” For our last question we asked, “How long 
do you want to teach Rhythm and Movement?” 
“Hopefully for as long as the school will let me!” 
she replied enthusiastically.   
   Rhythm and Movement is a great success and 
kids at Cougar Run enjoy it. We hope that 
Rhythm and Movement will stay at school 
forever!!

More Recycling for Dream Team? 
By Maddie Moyle and Taryn Dragseth 

    
 Do you ever wonder what those kids are 

doing taking your recycling bin? Well those kids 
are a part of Dream Team. 

So now I bet you’re wondering, what is 
Dream Team? Dream Team is the organization 
Mrs.DiPasquale created twelve years ago. Dream 
Team is a group of fifth and sixth graders that 
meet once a month to find ways to support our 
community and school. 

One of Dream Teams’ main 
responsibilities is to be in charge of recycling at 
Cougar Run.  Mrs.DiPasquale started this 
program because she felt like she was throwing 
too many papers away, and it was bad for the 
environment. 

Well, now let’s get to the point. This 
year, we are recycling new things. Dream Team 
is recycling candy wrappers and now more 
things such as go-go squeezes, juice pouches, 
glue bottles, glue sticks, and tennis shoes. These 
products are recycled through Terra Cycle and 
Nike Shoe Recycle.  The amazing part about this 
is the school gets money for recycling some of 
these things! 

Now that you know about Dream Team, 
think twice before you throw that piece of paper 
away! 
!
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It’s Back! 

The Cougar Carnival Returns  
by Riley Nichols and Sarah Baird 

     This year the annual Cougar Carnival was a big hit! 
There were so many things to do, and kids had a great 
time. The school provided a bunch of activities and 
food, making it fun, fun, fun.  
     This memorable event occurred in September. It 
helped create a stronger bond between students, 
parents, and teachers. Kids got to run around and play 
games together, making great friends. Teachers got to 
support each other and have many laughs in the dunk 
tank and parents got to chat and learn more about each 
other while their children played.   
     At the carnival there were games like shooting a 
ball into a goal, Plinko, and a car racing game. They 
also had food like the Circle of Pride Salsa, and Jamba 
Juice.  Lets not forget about face painting, blow up 
bouncy castles, a rock climbing wall, and even a dunk 
tank. Mrs. Dell, Mr. G, Mrs. Benge, Mrs. Malouff and 
other people had an experience in the dunk tank that 
they won’t ever forget. “It was freezing!” said Mrs. 
Dell.  Mrs. Benge said,  “It was an experience that I 
would not like to repeat!!!”  
     The kids also enjoyed running around with 
paintings on their faces. The blow-up bouncy castles 
were a real “hit” with the kids too. They got to go 
through an obstacle course bouncy castle, and race 
each other. On the other bouncy castle, they got to 
bounce and go down a small slide. Students even had 
Mr. Patch’s Jail, and Sandy Candy to enjoy!   
     Students say this is one of the best events of the 
whole year. Some even say it’s their favorite, and lots 
look forward to the next one. The Cougar Carnival has 
done so much for our school and will continue to be a 

fun 
family 
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Wild Readers 
By Riley Noth and Skylar McNulty 

We have noticed many changes in the school 
library this year. Actually, lots of people have too. 
The books, the theme, and the librarian have all 
changed! What’s the new theme you ask? Why it’s a 
jungle theme. 

In the improved library, there are easier ways 
to find types of books and books in your AR 
level.  Mrs. Woody, our new librarian, contacted PIE, 
Cougar Run’s parent organization, to help get money 
for new stickers on the books! These stickers clearly 
identify the AR levels for students. 

When Mrs. Woody arrived, our ordinary 
library quickly transformed into a jungle. Mrs. 
Woody came up with the jungle theme because we 
are “Wild About Reading.”  

That’s not the only big theme that happened 
to our library. Unlike the past years, our book fair this 
year had a theme- Space! That wasn’t the best part of 
the book fair though. The best part was that we raised 
lots of money to get new books for our school. 5th 
grader, Jack, thought the book fair was neat and 
trying to find the alien Meep was fun. 4th grader, 
Sara, also liked looking for Meep and thought the 
book fair was interesting and exciting. 

What do kids at Cougar Run think of this 
new library change? Well, 4th grader, Sara, said that 
the library is great and she likes the theme. 5th 
grader, Jack, thinks the library is amazing and 
awesome. One thing he thinks is awesome is 
Wimberly The Mouse. Another thing that Jack thinks 
is amazing are all of the new books! He likes the new 
theme too, and he says it is very “jungley.” 

The Cougar Run library has went through 
many important changes this year. Thanks to Mrs. 
Woody, the library will never stop improving! 
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Costumes, Candy, and Parties!! 
By Melanie Pierce and Catherine Fernandes 

 
Trick-or-Treat! Cougar Run had the best 

Halloween party ever this year. Students and teachers 
got to organize and decorate these parties. The whole 
school was involved in the costume parade.  

Everyone wore a creative and different 
costume, but the most popular costume this year was a 
nerd. Hunter from little Cougars was a ninja. One 
creative sixth grader was a box. Another was a nerdy 
witch. Two sixth grade twins were each other. Mrs. 
Tomlin was Out, Mrs. Benge was Door, and Mrs. Ring 
was Ed. That was really amazing. Most fourth graders 
thought that the most common costume was Scream. 
Some unique costumes were smartypants worn by 
Maya and iKea worn by Libby. 

The parties were super fun for every grade and 
Little Cougars, too! Students brought in food and 
decorations for the parties. There were fun games such 
as, fishing for donuts and costume contests.  The Little 
Cougars participated in Trick-or-Treating during 
school! The older grades didn’t do as much partying as 
they did socializing.  

The best part of the day for most students was 
the parade. A couple sixth graders held the banner at 
the front of the parade. Parents and staff members 
gathered around to take pictures. It was a colorful mix 
with all of the different costumes.  

The costumes were unique. The parties 
arranged by students and teachers were a huge success  
The parade was a favorite. What’s wrong with this 
Halloween? Nothing therefore this was the best 
Halloween ever! 
!

New and Improved Battles 
By Abby Barnes 

This year there has been a big change in 
Battle of the Books. Now, kids from 3rd through 6th 
grade can sign up to battle. Wait, let me back up. 
Battle of the Books, is a reading competition 
sponsored by the Douglas County Library.  As part of 
a team, you read up to ten books and take 
notes.  There are then battles in which a team battles 
another team by answering questions about the books 
for points. 

There were two parts to Battle of the Books 
this year. First, students from Cougar Run had inner-
school battles with other kids that signed up. Every 
Thursday during lunch, kids met to challenge their 
classmates in battles. These battles were both fun for 
the students, and helped prepare the teams for the 
library competitions.  

After the school battles were completed prior 
to spring break, the kids took a qualifying test to 
make the official Cougar Run team. The students that 
received the top scores on this test became the 
Cougar Run teams that battled teams from other 
schools in the district. These battles were held weekly 
at the Highlands Ranch library. 

I interviewed Mrs. Moyle, one of the Battle 
of The Books coaches. She said she likes Battle of 
the Books because she wants to give kids 
opportunities to show their reading skills outside of 
school. She also thinks it is a great program to 
motivate kids to read and get them thinking and 
talking about great books. If you would like to learn 
more about Battle of the Books, you can ask Mrs. 
Moyle or Mrs. Woody about it next time you are at 
the Library. 

Battle of the Books is a great opportunity for 
kids who love to read and want to improve their 
comprehension skills. Kids say that Battle of the 
Books is really fun and you might just want to give it 
a try! 

!
!
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Games 2U Brought 2U! 
By Kayla Lampe and JJ Joyner 

 
Earlier this year, most of the Cougar Run 

students were raising money and selling items for Sally 
Foster. If you sold more than fifteen Sally Foster items, 
you would be invited to Games2U. What is Games2U? 

Games2U was the reward for students who sold 
more than fifteen items for Sally Foster, a fundraiser 
for schools all around the United States. The games 
available through Games2U were video games like 
Xbox 360, Wii, and Playstation 3; there were also 
active games like Booger Wars and a Hamster Ball. 
Games2U brought many fun games to Cougar Run.  

Booger Wars is a game where you wear a vest 
made of Velcro. You’re out if a green beanbag sticks to 
your vest! The hamster ball is an activity where you 
can run in a ball and run-over people while they lay in 
the grass. 

We interviewed four people who went to 
Games2U, and they said some interesting things. 
“Pretty fun!’’ 5th grader Skylar said of the event that 
happened at the Cougar Run Park. “I liked the Hamster 
Ball best!” Jacob told me when we asked him his 
favorite game. “I wish Games2U happened every day!” 
Max exclaimed. “The Hamster Ball was fun, because 
you got to run over people!” Jalen said when we asked 
what he liked the best about Games2U. 

We know everybody had a great time at this fun 
event! Next year, if you continue to sell for Sally 
Foster, not only will our school have more money to 
upgrade and buy better equipment and learning 
materials, but you might get to go to Games2U, too! 
!
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Outdoor Ed 
By Will Mitchell and Taylor Dragseth 

 
The 6th graders recently went on a fabulous 

field trip to Snow Mountain Ranch in Winter Park, 
Colorado. During this trip, the 6th graders got to do 
so many fun things like going on hikes, learning 
outdoor survival skills, and practicing archery.  They 
also enjoyed wonderful breakfast, lunches, and 
dinners. 

The sixth graders also got to have 
roommates. Each teacher and group of kids were 
assigned a group leader for Snow Mountain 
Ranch.  The sixth graders took different hikes 
depending on their group leader. All of the hikes 
were an amazing and beautiful sight. 
     All the Outdoor activities were fun and 
educational for of the 6th graders.  Most of the kids 
loved archery and forest ecology.  In forest ecology, 
they got to play a traditional Outdoor Ed game 
called Camouflage. The game Camouflage speaks 
for itself. This game is like hide and go seek, but 
with a twist. All of the group leaders were fun and 
they knew a lot about what we were learning. At the 
end of each day, the 6th grade family got to go to the 
Kiva Center, which is like a rec center. There was a 
basketball court, a roller rink, ping pong tables, and 
a pool in a separate building.  
     During the first night, the 6th graders got to have 
a campfire and sing and dance to campfire songs. 
They also got to roast delicious marshmallows. On 
the second night, they made t-shirts and had a dance 
party. The next day in the morning, the 6th graders 
sadly had to leave Outdoor Ed.  After three days of 
fun and excitement, they all went home on the bus 
and were reunited with their parents.  The 6th grade 
adventure had come to and end, but the fun times 
they had will not soon be forgotten.!
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Grandparents are Great! 
By Jack Eberwein and TK Hammond 
 
Do you like to spend time with your 

grandparents? Then Grandparents day is perfect for you! 
At Cougar Run, Grandparents day happens every fall for 
the first graders and their grandparents. Cougar Run 
makes it a special day for these very special people!  This 
year there were many activities that day that included a 
performance, reading a book together, and finally making 
a doll. 

To begin, the first graders practiced weeks before 
putting on a magnificent singing performance. Both 
parents and grandparents came to the show. The 
performance had six songs. During the six songs, a couple 
of the kids had solos and a couple of the kids had 
speaking parts. Three of the songs were, “Big Things 
Come in Small Packages”, “Why I Like You”, and 
“Families”. 

After the performance, the first graders and 
Grandparents went to their classrooms to read a book 
called “Babuska’s Doll” by Patrica Pallico.  All of the 
kids loved the book! Once they were all done, the kids sat 
with their grandparents to talk about the book. 

Next, the kids made their own dolls with their 
Grandparents. They used fabric, cotton, googly eyes, glue, 
thread and many other materials to put their dolls 
together. We interviewed two first graders, Aiden and 
Carson, about their dolls. They both said that they had fun 
making their dolls with their Grandparents!  Aiden made a 
football player and Carson made a basketball player. 

In the end, all of the kids had fun performing, 
reading the book, and making the dolls with their 
Grandparents. The Cougar Run tradition of celebrating 
Grandparents Day in first grade is the perfect way for 
kids to honor some very special people in their lives! 
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The Healthy Way To Go:  

Harvest Bar 
By Dominic Dakovich and Sean Arnold 

 
With a fast food joint on every corner and 

kids eating less healthy food than they did in the 
past, Cougar Run is working towards a healthier 
path.  Cougar Run is one of a handful of schools 
in Douglas County that received a grant to get a 
fancy new salad bar.  Students can now make their 
own healthy, delicious salads each day at lunch. 
As Red Robin would say, “Yummmm!”   

Mrs. Malouff said the harvest bar not only 
is healthy, but also gives kids choices about what 
they will eat.  This makes it easy for kids to take 
out sugary snacks and fatty foods and replace 
them with the Harvest Bar’s healthy choices! 
      People are asking who started the amazing 
harvest bar.  A group of Cougar Run parents 
called the Health and Wellness committee wrote a 
grant and were awarded the Harvest Bar.  It 
happened at the beginning of the year, and thank 
goodness it did. Think of all the healthy food kids 
have been eating all year thanks to the Harvest 
Bar.      
      Cougar Run is taking a new path that 
some schools may choose, too. It has made us 
healthier, happier, and most of all it makes us 
ready for the day the healthy way.  
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Lights, Camera, Action 

By Melanie Pierce 
 
We come to you in 5,4,3,2,1. On February 

29, 2012, seven sixth graders went to the Rocky 
Mountain PBS center. The purpose of going there 
was to film a newscast from our school for a program 
called Super School News.  Each year a handful of 
schools are selected to participate in this exciting 
opportunity.  This year Cougar Run was one of the 
lucky schools! 

The students involved in this special 
opportunity worked hard to prepare for this day. 
First, the two anchors Devin Sharpe and Melanie 
Pierce went to an orientation on January 11, 2012. 
Then the anchors and the reporters wrote their 
scripts. After a lot of editing and revising they were 
finally ready to rehearse. Two weeks before the 
broadcast a volunteer came to make sure the students 
were ready to film. Then it was tapping day. 

The hard work the actors did payed off. They 
filmed a one take which means they had no mistakes 
the first time they filmed it. The teacher in charge 
said they were one of the most prepared groups she 
had done Super School News with. Also, the 
volunteer from Super School News complimented 
them on how prepared they were.  

One of the best parts of the experience was 
the tour. The students saw the control room, the extra 
theater, the design rooms, the sound room and many 
other things. The favorite part of the tour for the 
anchor Melanie Pierce was the control room. 

Super School News was a great experience 
for all who participated. The students learned many 
things about preparing a news broadcast. They also 
learned how working hard pays off. the lessons 
learned are always going to stay with the students 
involved in this special experience. 

0',B!B'*.'.!<)(,)!P'9.!!Cougar Run is Runnin’ 
By: Skylar McNulty & Sophia Shepherd 

 
    What do you think of when you see kids running and playing, 
and hear music blasting through the speakers? Other kids think it’s 
just some simple run, but the Cougar Run kids know it’s the 
Cougar Run Fun Run!!! 
     The Cougar Run Fun Run is a run or race for ALL students, 
staff, and even some parents. Kids raise money for the school to 
have technology, and other cool things. In the Fun Run, there are 
sponsors that help our school raise more money. This fun 
experience happens every spring at Cougar Run Park.  

Everyone loves running in the Fun Run, but do they know 
why they’re running, and why they are raising money? It’s for the 
electronics that are in our school. Three years ago, Mrs. 
Borgerding and Mrs. Hall decided to help the fund the school, and 
they were focused on sports and health, so they did running 
because running is important for these things. 

Mrs. Borgerding and Mrs. Hall’s favorite part of the Fun 
Run was to see lots of kids excited and happy. They also said it 
was difficult to put it all together because of all the little and big 
details in it. They had to make sure everything went right, so kids 
could have a good experience. They had to make sure they didn’t 
forget anything in this activity, but they did a great job! 

5th graders Andrew and Shantine, both think the Fun Run 
benefits them by giving them technology. They think the Fun Run 
brings our community together and said that they liked raising 
money for the school. Andrew said that it was a challenge. 
Shantine and Andrew were both excited about the prizes, and they 
both had LOTS of fun! 

A 5th grade teacher, Mrs. McPherson, said that this is our 
biggest fundraiser of the year and it shows unity and pride. She 
also thinks that the run brings our community together, with 
parents, students and teachers. Obviously, Mrs. McPherson had 
fun! When we asked Mrs. McPherson if she liked the bike, she 
said, “OH MY GOSH, YES!” She said it was the highlight of the 
Fun Run for her. 

This year’s Fun Run, was by far the best Fun Run our 
school has EVER had!  Together the community raised over 
$40,000 to support Cougar Run. Everybody seemed to help out 
with the fundraising, and all the kids had a blast running! 
Hopefully next year’s Fun Run is just as successful as this year’s, 
or better!!!! 
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Second Grade Got’s Talent! 
By: Ben Cai and Brayden Henning 
 
Do you like to sing and dance? Well, then 

Second Grade Grammar Rock is something for you. 
It’s the perfect mixture of singing, dancing, and fun. 

Second Grade performed Grammar Rock on 
October 13th in the gym. All the second graders 
were there along with the parents, grandparents, and 
teachers. The teachers taught the second graders 
more grammar by singing and dancing. The 
purpose of Grammar Rock was to help the second 
graders sharpen their grammar skills. Everybody 
liked it, and all the teachers thought that their 
students learned a lot from this. 

Grammar Rock was a great way to learn 
and have fun at the same time. Mrs. Mogg 
conducted the songs and dances and the teachers 
and Mrs. Divine worked to teach the kids the 
speaking parts and dances. One second grader we 
interviewed said, “It was the best thing in second 
grade.” Every second grader we interviewed said 
that they learned a lot. All of the teachers said that 
it was a great experience, and that it helped the 
second graders learn in a more creative way, 
because it was a perfect mixture of learning and 
fun. 

You might be surprised that second graders 
could put on such a well-polished performance, but 
they are more capable than you think. The most 
important thing is that they had fun and worked 
hard, and learned a lot about grammar at the same 
time. 

Patches of Pumpkins!!!!
By: Sidney Smith and Ava Logan 

!
Did you hear about the Kindergarten field 

trip to the Colorado Pumpkin Patch? On October 
10th and 11th, the Kindergarten classes went on a 
super fun field trip to the pumpkin patch in 
Monument, Colorado. Their field trip was to learn 
Earth science, and to learn about the sun and 
plants.  

While they were on the bus, the 
kindergarten students felt like it took forever to 
arrive. The teachers provided markers with paper 
to keep the Kindergarten students occupied. The 
kindergarten students had a great time riding on 
the bus with their friends  
         When they arrived, they went to pick out a 
pumpkin. They were supposed to get apple-sized 
pumpkins, but luckily enough, there were none 
left so they got to get big pumpkins instead!  As 
one kindergartener said, “ My pumpkin was 
huge!”  !

After they picked their pumpkins, they got 
to go on a tractor ride. As all the little girls and 
boys went on the tractor, they saw many animals: 
chickens, sheep, llamas, and of course 
rabbits!  As another kindergarten student said, 
“The crazy-haired chicken was the best, and my 
favorite animal”.  The animals were a big hit for 
the kindergarten students.  

Then the kindergarten students went on 
the great big slides. As each girl and boy went 
down the slides, they had so much fun and 
wanted to go again, and again, and again! The 
slides were great and very big, and when they 
went down the slides they had to sit on a potato 
sack to make sure they went super fast! The slides 
were many of the kids’ favorite part of the day.  
Another student commented, “The slides were so 
fun and we went really fast”. 

Next, they went to the maze just for the 
fun of it! They had to find their way their way 
through the maze, which meant they had to use 
some knowledge. The maze was really fun for all 
the kids!  
         It was a beautiful day at the Colorado 
Pumpkin Patch! Overall, it was an amazing and 
exciting field trip for the Kindergarten students of 
Cougar Run Elementary.  All the Kindergarten 
students learned so much, and had fun at the same 
time.!
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Coloradans Come To Cougar Run 
By Mandy Leander and Alicia Pitman 

     
    Imagine having an opportunity to be in a room 
with Mary Elitch Long, Anne Evans and many 
other famous Coloradans. Cougar Run fourth 
graders had a chance to see many Coloradans 
come to life in a recent fourth grade project.  

During this project, each fourth grader 
chose an important person from Colorado's 
history to research and learn more about. 
Students put many beautiful projects and 
costumes together. By looking at the projects, it 
was easy to see that each student put in lots of 
work.  

Each student read a “bio riddle” put 
together at home or at school. When the projects 
were complete, the parents were invited in to 
hear about what the students had learned.  As the 
students read their Bio Riddles aloud, the parents 
would try to guess who each student’s character 
was.  

Fourth grade teacher, Mrs.Dipasquale 
said, “ I loved teaching the ‘kiddos’ this 
adventurous project.” Alaina and her friends 
said, ”We loved the project and thought it was 
very fun.”  Lots of kids liked Mrs. Dipasquale’s 
project because of all the fun activities.   The 
best part was that they learned a lot too. 
!

The Real Test of Math 
By Devin Sharpe and Taylor Dragseth 

 
Are you that kind of kid that wants to take math 

to the next level? If so, Math Olympiads is the thing for 
you. Mrs.Ring and Mrs.Battioto-Scott run the program 
called Math Olympiads. To get into Math Olympiads, 
you must try-out and test your skills. Math Olympiads 
is currently at Cougar Run Elementary in room 202. 
This season of Math Olympiads began October 28, 
2011, and is currently going on right now. The reason 
Math Olympiads began, was to provide an opportunity 
for students to experience advanced math and to go 
beyond what is happening in the classroom. The results 
so far, have definitely been good ones. It’s a very fun 
and organized class to help students excel in math. If 
things continue to progress as they are, Math Olympiads 
will continue to grow. 
       We interviewed Mrs.Ring and Mrs.Battioto-Scott, 
to get more information. We asked, “Why did you want 
to be a Math Olympiads teacher?” Mrs.Ring said, “I 
love to think hard and Math Olympiads pushes my 
brain. Also, I used to teach gifted children and I missed 
that side.”  Mrs.Battioto-Scott said, “I haven’t taught 
math in a long time and I wanted to continue to practice 
math.” Another question that we asked was, “When did 
you start teaching Math Olympiads?” Mrs.Ring 
answered, “When I started teaching 6th grade, which 
was seven years ago.” Mrs.Battioto-Scott responded, 
“three years ago.” Our last question that we asked the 
two teachers was, “How did you get the idea to start 
Math Olympiads?” Mrs.Ring told us, “I researched 
math clubs online.” Mrs.Battioto-Scott did not start 
Math Olympiads, but did say this, “I have been getting 
more schools involved for more competition.” The 
more competition that students have, the more they will 
be pushed to have better math skills that they will use in 
the future. 

Every month students compete against 
each other in a five question contest.  At the end of 
the season, the eight people with the highest scores 
get to go to the finals where they get to compete 
against other schools.  In the remaining weeks, 
they get to learn new strategies to solve problems.  In 
Math Olympiads, students definitely learn a lot about 
math. 
        Math Olympiads is a great opportunity for kids 
that excel in math to take their skills to the next level. 
Competitions, learning, great teachers, and much more 
make Math Olympiads one of the best enrichment 
opportunities at Cougar Run. In Math Olympiads you 
can’t lose. Math Olympiads makes math fun and 
interesting and students learn a lot. If you are interested 
in Math Olympiads, go to tryouts and test your skills. 
Make it or not, you will not regret trying out.!



!

!

66!

The Teachers Get A New Job! 
By Taryn Dragseth And Maddie Moyle 

 
 Did you ever think of your teachers 
having another job?  Well they did on Thursday 
April 10, 2012, from 5:00-8:00 at Coldstone 
Creamery in the Highlands Ranch Towne 
Center.  20% of the profits from ice-cream 
sales and 80% of the tips came back to Cougar 
Run. 
 Cougar Run needed a fun way to raise 
money for technology and educational 
programs, so a few years ago the teachers 
started scooping ice-cream at Coldstone once a 
year.  Everybody loved it, so they are still 
doing this fundraiser today.  Because of this 
fundraiser, Cougar Run got more money to 
enhance the students’ learning. 
 So now you know the details about this 
fundraiser, but what did the students and 
faculty think about it?  Well, a 5th grader 
named Skylar said the service was great and the 
ice-cream was delicious!  Mrs. Dell, a fifth 
grade teacher, thought scooping was difficult 
and stressful when there were lots of people in 
line, but she thought it was a great way to 
fundraise and she would totally do it again next 
year. 
 Now that you know about Coldstone 
Creamery night, we hope you come for this fun 
and exciting event next year. 

 

0',B!B'*.'.!<)(,)!P'9.!!Jobs for 5th Grade 

By Kate Bleyle and Abby Barnes 
 

On November 14, 2011, all the 5th grade 
students and teachers had a field trip to Young 
American’s Bank. Young Ameritowne is housed 
inside the bank.  It is a replica of a real town created 
to help kids learn about economics. In the town, you 
will find a variety of businesses where students have 
jobs for the day selling goods and providing 
services. All the students had their part in running 
the town and were super excited. 
    When the students arrived, they went into town to 
begin work. There were many jobs to choose from 
including DJ, accountant, mayor, doctor, and many 
more. Before they went, the teachers had 
interviewed the students to see which jobs they 
wanted. During their day at Ameritowne, the kids 
would have a chance to walk around town, buy 
things from other places and of course, they worked. 
    We interviewed Mrs. Battiato Scott, one of the 
teachers, on what she thinks kids should look 
forward to and she answered, “That they get to be in 
charge for a day because the town is run by them.” 
We also asked her why she continues to do Young 
Ameritowne, and she said, “It is a better way, to 
learn economics than reading, and taking the test.” 
    When the day ended, everyone in town helped 
clean it up. The 5th graders were very sad. This was 
one of their more fun field trips and one they never 
wanted to forget. When the school buses turned into 
school, everyone walked off the buses to continue 
the rest of the day. They were still sad that the day 
had to end, but they had such a fun time at Young 
Ameritowne.!
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Holiday Mash-Up 
Kidstage Puts a Spin Holiday Classics 

By Ethan Geiger and Sara Gallegos 
 
Bright lights, elf ears, and olives for 

noses? Sound fun? That’s what Kidstage is all 
about! Kidstage is a fun, kid-friendly drama 
program where kids can express themselves! 
Kidstage has come to Cougar Run many times. 
You need no acting experience whatsoever to 
participate in Kidstage. All you have to do is 
sign-up and be ready to have some fun. 

For each round of Kidstage, a new play 
is practiced and performed.  Kids audition for 
parts they are interested in and then the director 
assigns parts to students. 

For the winter performance, Kidstage 
took classics such as: The Night Before 
Christmas, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, 
and A Christmas Carol and made it its own 
mash-up.  A mash-up combines pieces of many 
existing plays into a new original performance. 
For the holiday mash-up, there were lots of 
characters such as the Grinch, Frosty the 
Snowman, Ginger, Scrooge, Santa, Olive, Little 
Brother, Little Sister and so many more! There 
were seventeen kids playing twenty-seven 
characters.  

The director who wrote the play and 
came up with the characters was Mrs. Leslie. 
Mrs. Leslie said she had tons of fun with all the 
kids, even when they went crazy, and all the 
kids said they also had fun with Mrs. Leslie 
even when she was a little cranky.  

All the kids had an awesome time 
practicing, and did a wonderful job at the play! 
Many people came to watch the play and 
reported that the students did a great job during 
the performance. When interviewed, some 
comments from the cast members were:  “I 
enjoyed doing the play!” “I loved my 
characters!” “It was thrilling to be on stage!” 
“The director was very nice.”  

If you ever want to do a play, now you 
know where to go! KIDSTAGE-WHERE 
EVERY KID IS A STAR!!!  
!

New Teachers Have Arrived 
By Paige Johnson and Megan Mrla 

 
 New teachers have come to Cougar Run!  Mrs. 
Woody, our new librarian, and Mrs. Divine, our new 
rhythm and movement teacher are welcomed here.  
Both teachers are excited to be on our specials team 
this year.  They bring enthusiasm and fun to our school.  
Our students and staff have been enjoying this change a 
lot.   
 Mrs. Woody recently brought joy, and new 
books to the kids at Cougar Run with an alien themed 
Book Fair.  She also tagged and labeled new books, 
threw out old ones and replaced them. We asked Mrs. 
Woody a few questions about how she has been doing 
so far. When we asked how she likes Cougar Run she 
said, “Oh my gosh, I love it!  It’s the best school I’ve 
worked at!  The staff has accepted me and are very 
helpful.  The students are very respectful, happy and 
kind.” 
 Mrs. Divine on the other hand has brought new 
dances, routines and songs to Cougar Run.  She also 
brings a new way to look at music.  We also asked Mrs. 
Divine a few questions to see how she is liking 
teaching rhythm and movement.  When we asked her 
what big changes she has made to the “music” room 
she said she moved everything out to make more floor 
space so students have room to move.  When we asked 
what she likes most about teaching rhythm and 
movement she said, “Dance because it’s what I’ve 
loved most my whole life ever since I was a kid!” 
 We hope these teachers will stay for a long 
time.  They are amazing teachers that are making a big 
difference for the students of Cougar Run. 

!
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Meet Mrs.Lupien 
By:Taylor Campbell 

     Have  you met the new second grade 
teacher? Her name is Mrs. Lauren Lupien. She 
came here at the beginning of the school year, and 
the kids think she is a great addition to the Cougar 
Run teaching staff. 

Mrs. Lupien has been teaching for six 
years.  She has taught 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades. She 
has worked at two other schools before Cougar Run 
and they are Twain Elementary and Kilmer 
Elementary. She hasn’t worked anywhere other 
than a school.   

I interviewed Mrs. Lupien and one of the 
things I asked her is what she likes most about 
working at Cougar Run.  She said she likes 
working with the great families and students. When 
I asked her how Cougar Run students behave she 
said, “Everyone I have seen either in the hall or in 
her class has behaved well and has been following 
the three golden rules of being, respectful, 
responsible and safe!” 

I interviewed one of Mrs.Lupien’s students 
and she said, “When I first met Mrs. Lupien, I 
didn’t know what to expect, but I got to know her I 
now LOVE her. She is one of my favorite 
teachers!”  

Some other fun facts about Mrs. Lupien 
are:  she has a cute little Yorkie puppy named Max, 
she is married, and her favorite T.V show is 
Vampire Diaries.  

You should go meet Mrs. Lupien. Once you 
do, you will see she is a great addition to Cougar 
Run. 
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First Play a Success 

By Kate Bleyle 
 

Have you ever been to a play? Did you know 
plays are performed right at Cougar Run? Every year 
a group called Kidstage brings Cougar Run students 
together to rehearse and perform two plays each 
year. 

This year the fall production was Peter Pan. 
It was performed on October the 12th, at 6:30 and 
was an amazing play! All of the cast members were 
wonderful! It was held in the gymnasium and part of 
the lunchroom at Cougar Run.  

Every Wednesday cast members went to the 
music room for rehearsal. They had practice for 
about 8 weeks before the production. They worked 
and worked, no games unless they got their work 
done. The cast members had to work as a team, but 
they weren’t a great team, yet. They fought their way 
through their issues, even if it did involve hurt 
feelings and some yelling. It was tough being a 
team, but of course everyone has to struggle some 
point in time. 

The day of the show the cast members finally 
got their “act” together. They were a team, they 
worked as one, and they didn’t argue at all that day. 
They practiced the play one last time, just with all 
the props and costumes. They thought they were 
good, they were just a little afraid of what the 
audience would think. Even though they were afraid, 
we were still ready for the show.  

The stage was set. The play was about to 
begin. Everyone on the cast was either nervous or 
excited or, of course, both. The show was starting. 
They went on from one scene to the next in about 45 
minutes. The audience clapped and clapped at the 
end. The cast could tell that the audience loved the 
play. Cast members got certificates for participating 
in the show. 


