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6th Grade 
Grammar and Writing - In this class, there are weekly grammar lessons, involving the eight parts 
of speech, commas, quotations, etc. The students will write journals three days a week. Writing 
is focused around many types of writings, beginning the year with narrative writing. Narrative 
writings include many different stories, a biography, and an autobiography. 
Informational/Expository writings include several essays and letters. Grammar lessons will be 
done on their Chromebooks, as well as typing on Google Docs. There will be independent work, 
partner work, and group work. Students are required to bring paper, their Chromebook, a folder 
for this class only, and a pen and pencil everyday. A notebook for their journal is provided, but 
the students are encouraged to bring a box of tissues and extra pencils for this class at the 
beginning of the year. 
 
Literature - Sixth grade literature is designed to enhance students’ understanding by utilizing 
multiple literary works, such as, Number the Stars, Maniac Magee, and Wrinkle In Time. 
Comprehension strategies will promote independent reading and learning. Opportunities for 
self-selection readings and projects occur through quarterly Bookshares. Integrated units will 
consist of a variety of short stories, poetry, vocabulary units, and internet based sites and 
activities that will allow students to explore literary connections as they learn. 
 
Math - In math we will be covering 17 modules. The modules are as follows; Integers, Rational 
Numbers, Operations with Fractions, Generating Equivalent Numerical Expressions, Generating 
Equivalent Algebraic Expressions, Equations and Relationships, Area and Polygons, Distance 
and Area in the Coordinate Plane, Surface Area and Volume of Solids, Representing Ratios and 
Rates, Applying Ratios and Rates, Percents, Factors and Multiples, Displaying Analyzing and 
Summarizing Data, and Operations with Decimals. 
Along with each module there will be a mathematical game that goes along with each concept in 
the module. I do this to keep mathematics fun. I try and have a fun atmosphere in my 
classroom. If students are bored, then learning is harder to achieve, and if the student is having 
fun, learning is a byproduct.  
 
Science - The 6th grade science curriculum focuses on Life Science. We begin the year with 
Cells and Heredity, which covers cell structure, function, processes and energy, and genetics. 
We then move into From Bacteria to Plants, which encompasses viruses, bacteria, prokaryotes, 
eukaryotes, angiosperms, and gymnosperms. After this, we move on to Animals, from 
microscopic organisms to worms to mammals. Finally, we cover Human Biology and Health, 
which includes bones, muscles, skin, nutrition, and the body systems.  
 
 



Social Studies - 6th grade social studies includes a study of civilizations of the ancient world - 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Greece, Rome, Africa, Japan, and the Americas. Within 
these studies we will discover their aspects on religion, government, and daily life. Our class will 
also include weekly lessons on world and U.S. geography. Current event magazines and 
websites will be included within the curriculum. Various activities may include history plays, 
class projects, map skills questions, map work, history videos, tests, quizzes, worksheets, as 
well as challenge activities.  
 
7th Grade 
Grammar and Writing - 7th grade writing class incorporates many different strategies for 
learning the essentials for great writing: direct teaching, cooperative groups for research and 
brainstorming, games for review and reinforcement of concepts, peer reviews, etc. Each day 
begins with 5 minutes of sacred writing time where students write in their journals about 
something that is written on the board or something that is on their mind. The grammar 
concepts are presented in a spiraling format addressing the same concept in a quick manner 
each day for four days before assessment. All the standards are addressed as students write 
narratives, arguments in the form of compare and contrast essays, news articles for the school 
newspaper, and creative fiction.  
 
Literature - The focus of 7th grade language arts is literature. Students learn foundational 
literary concepts such as reading strategies, literary genres, tages of a plot, and how to identify 
themes, and then they apply those concepts while reading a variety of short stories and novels. 
Students also study nonfiction and informational texts, learning to identify main ideas, text 
features, and the author’s purpose in writing. In addition to reading short stories and nonfiction, 
students will read three novels, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, Across Five 
Aprils by Irene Hunt, and The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. 
 
Math - Students will be using the Go Math! Series for 7th grade. The curriculum will address the 
Common Core State Standards set for 7th grade. Topics include but not limited to: The Number 
System, Ratios and Proportional Relationships, Expressions and Equations, Geometry, 
Statistics and Probability. Students will also be using technology to complete online 
assignments provided by the Go Math! curriculum. Along with the traditional note taking and 
homework, students will be engaged in various activities and games to promote higher level 
thinking.  
 
Science - This course explores physical science as we delve into the world of chemistry and 
physics. Join us as we investigate matter and interactions, motion and stability, energy, and 
waves through project based learning, engineering design projects, experiments, lab activities, 
demonstrations, models, research, and stories.  
 
 
 
 



Social Studies - The objective of 7th grade social studies is to discuss United States history from 
the beginning aspects such as Native American civilization and colonization (10,000 BC) to the 
reconstruction period after the Civil War 91877). This will be obtained through using textbooks, 
discussion, videos, readings, and projects. The students will be evaluated through interactive 
notebook assignments, tests, and projects. Our goal in 7th grade social studies is to complete 
chapters 1-17. There will be some chapters that we will go through quicker than others, and 
some that will be skipped altogether. However, the key subjects will still be covered averaging 
about two weeks per chapter. Topics include Early Native Americans, European Explorers, 
Colonization, American Revolution, Forming a Government, Expanding West, Civil War, and 
Reconstruction.  
 
8th Grade 
Grammar and Writing - This class focuses on the parts and use of proper grammar through the 
use of textbook exercises, website interaction, and student-teacher dialogue. It also 
concentrates on the various elements of writing, which include narrative, argumentative, 
responsive, and research-type essays. We use the MLA format for all formal writing, and 
consistently strive to include both self and peer editing. The goal of this class is to give students 
the tools to be effective communicators through written work, as they advance through their 
academic careers.  
 
Literature - In literature, novels include The Giver, The Leveller in the first semester, covering 
dystopian fiction and science fiction literature. The second semester will begin with historical 
fiction, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, based on the story of an African American family in the 
South, prior to the Civil Rights movement. Subsequently, we will spend roughly a month of 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness Test Prep, and then Surviving the Angel of Death, which is 
based on the story of Eva Kor’s experience as a Mengele twin in Auschwitz.  
 
Math - The primary focus areas in 8th grade mathematics are proportionality; expressions, 
equations, relationships, and foundations of functions; and measurement and data. Students will 
extend the concepts of proportionality to analyze geometric relationships and determine 
proportional and non-proportional situations. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and 
symbolic representations of relationships and equations. Students begin to develop an 
understanding of functional relationships. Eighth grade math provides a solid foundation to 
further build upon in future mathematics courses. Throughout the course, a variety of learning 
opportunities will be presented such as direct instruction, note taking, activities, and digital 
lessons.  
 
Science - This year is devoted to studying Earth and Space. We begin with the history of the 
Earth, including the different eras and periods. From there we will cover fossils, rocks, minerals, 
and the composition of the interior of the Earth. There will be some hands-on labs and projects 
related to Earth’s interior, earthquakes, and volcanoes. 
 
 



 
 
Social Studies - This class is a study and discussion of the United States History for 
Reconstruction after the Civil War to current issues. Topics can include the Presidents, 
Americans moving West, the Industrial Age, Immigrants and Urban Life, Women’s Rights, 
America gaining territory/states, World War I, the Roaring Twenties, The Great Depression, 
WWII, the Cold War, Civil Rights, Vietnam War, and current events by using UpFront 
magazines. The U.S. and Illinois Constitution requirement is completed by taking notes, 
quizzes, and a 2-part test. Lessons will be presented through the book resources books, 
activities, projects, group work, videos, tests, worksheets, etc. Students will be required to bring 
to class everyday their laptop, a notebook for Social Studies, and a pen/pencil. During the 
months of April/May a notebook for the Constitution will be needed. Students are also required 
to bring a set of pens/pencils and a box of tissues for class use at the beginning of the year.  
 
Resource 
6th Grade  
Resource Language Arts - Students will receive reading and spelling instruction in the special 
education resource room based on the services recommended at the IEP meeting. The class 
size is smaller than a traditional language arts classroom in the general education setting. 
Students will have opportunities to practice oral reading and improve reading comprehension 
skills at their instructional level. Spelling is individualized to meets students’ needs and focuses 
on improving phonics and vocabulary skills.  
 
6th Grade Resource Math - Students will receive math instruction in the special education 
resource room based on the services recommended at their IEP meeting. The class size is 
smaller than a traditional math classroom in the general education setting. Students working in a 
small group and the instruction is based on their instructional and behavioral needs. There is 
usually a daily homework assignment that almost all students are able to finish during class or 
study hall under the supervision of the teacher or paraprofessional.  
 
6th Grade Resource Writing - Students will receive wreing instruction in the special education 
resource room based on the services recommended at their IEP meeting. The class size is 
smaller than a traditional writing classroom in the general education setting. Students work in a 
small group and the instruction is based on their instructional and behavioral needs. Each day 
we focus a few minutes on editing sentences or paragraphs to improve skills in grammar and 
writing. Students receive instruction in grammar including parts of speech, capitalization and 
punctuation rules, and subject-verb agreement. These skills are further practiced and reinforced 
through short writing assignments where students have opportunities to edit and revise their 
writing by conferencing with school staff.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
7th Grade 
7th Grade Resource Math - In this class students learn/work on improving their basic math 
skills, as well as, learning skills and concepts they will use in 7th grade. There are quite a few 
projects that we do including; a shopping budget, math menu, meal plan, candy project, and a 
real world project.  
 
Cross-Cat Social Studies - This encompasses all grades. The following things are done in 
Social Studies throughout the year. Areas covered include Geography, World History, United 
States History, and Government. Some of the projects done include; ancient civilizations replica, 
hieroglyphics, and a nuclear weapons timeline.  
 
Cross-Cat Science - This encompasses all grades. Students will learn about genetics, health, 
biology, and earth sciences. Some projects include; volcanoes, egg drop teaching gravity, and 
genetics.  
 
8th Grade 
8th Grade Resource Writing - Students will study grammar daily, and write in personal journals, 
and write essays that allow them to open their minds, spark creativity, and to engage readers; 
while allowing students to learn proper paragraph and sentence structure. Students will also 
learn how to write for the real world; including cover letters, resumes, and formal written 
correspondence. This class provides small group and individual instruction.  
 
8th Grade Resource Reading - Students will continue to receive reading, spelling, and 
vocabulary instruction, while also exploring literature that encompasses many genres of fictional 
and nonfictional novel writings. Students will hear previews for many types of literature; allowing 
them to find the genre in which they will feel most engaged. This class provides small group and 
individual instruction.  
 
8th Grade Resource Math - Students will receive mathematics instruction centred around their 
personal level of comprehension. This is a work intensive class which is primarily centered 
around the use of manipulatives, in a small group learning environment, with a focus on 
individual needs.  
 
Physical Education - In PE at Parkview, students will learn a wide variety of sports and how to 
properly perform them. Students will play sports such as football, handball, pickleball, 
badminton, and softball. Our students also perform different exercises that will help promote 
physical fitness. Students are required to wear red shorts, a gray shirt, and tennis shoes, these 
materials are required everyday to class. You will also learn other life skills such as personal 
responsibility, teamwork, and decision making. Our goal of this class is for every student to find 
something active they enjoy and can participate in outside of school. 
 



Chorus - If you like to sing, you will love chorus! Chorus is for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students. 
Students sing every class period; as they sing, they will learn how to sight-sing (reading notes 
on the music) and how to count rhythms. The class incorporates games and rhythm activities to 
learn new concepts. Students sing in unison and in parts, learning how to be gently respectful 
with others as voices are changing. There are several different coral events throughout the year, 
such as; Veteran’s Day Program, Christmas Concert, Christmas Caroling, Taste Around the 
World, and the Spring Concert. Students participate in Festival in the fall as well as the solo and 
ensemble contests in the spring. This group of budding musicians have a great time learning to 
read music and sing with their beautiful voices. Choir is an elective. Students may be 
removed from the course for refusal to participate. Students who begin an elective must 
wait until the end of the quarter to exit the class if they wish to drop. 
 
Band - The junior high band program is designed to promote and encourage students with a 
desire to learn about and enjoy music. In this course we will study the terminology and skills 
needed to be successful in a music program. The band experience will go beyond music by 
teaching skills such as self discipline, social and communication skills, cooperative skills and 
creativity. We will also focus on performance skills during spring concert, christmas concert, 
pep-band band games, and parades. The skills they learn in band will enrich students’ lives in 
many ways, and often for years to come after high school graduation. Band is an elective. 
Students may be removed from the course for refusal to participate. Students who begin 
an elective must wait until the end of the quarter to exit the class if they wish to drop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


